
 

Today in Columbus History:  

On January 20, 1882, a story appeared in the Daily Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun entitled “Sale of the 
White Sulphur Springs.” It told how John M. DeLacy and Richard P. Tallman purchased the Springs in 
Meriwether County for $6,500, cash and intended to re-open the resort in the summer.  

White Sulphur Springs was a popular spot dating back to the at least the 1830’s. It changed hands many 
times with each new buyer promising a better attraction. In fact, the previous owner (W. L. Tillman) only 
held the Springs for one season before selling out. 

DeLacy and Tallman opened the Springs on June 1, 1882, as evidenced by another advertisement in the 
Columbus Enquirer-Sun of July 21, 1882. Patrons were able to partake of the waters as well as a variety of 
other activities including ten pins, lawn tennis, billiards, croquet and flying jenny (a DYI merry-go-round) 
along with music and dancing. All of this could be had for the low price of $2 per day, $10 per week or $30 
per month, children, and servants for half price. 

Frequent advertising and lists of people provided more incentive for other to join in fun. Most days, you 
would arrive in the afternoon and spend the night. On Sundays, you could arrive in the morning and 
return to Columbus that evening, which made for a long day. The ads claimed that you could leave 
Columbus at 7am, arrive at the Springs at 10am, stay until 4pm and get home at 7pm. Giving you six hours 
of fun with six hours of travel.  

However, the Columbus & Rome Railway ads provided a slightly different timetable. They had you riding 
the train between 7:30 am and 9:30 am, then riding the stage until 11:00am. Then back again on the stage 
from 3:30pm and the train home from 5:00 pm until 7:00pm. This cut the time at the Springs down to four 
and half hours and upped the travel time to seven hours. 

Regardless, people still came. The paper noted several prominent Columbus citizens vacationing there in 
1882. The June 13 Enquirer-Sun gave a list of those they were able to identify. Another article told of a 
chaperoned overnight trip for young people that went up on June 15.   
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Our weekly snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic and 
may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to share them 
with the group.  

 



 

Article on the “Sale of the White Sulfur Springs” from the Daily Columbus Enquirer-Sun, January 20, 1882, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 



 

Advertisement for the opening of the “White Sulfur Springs” under the management of Delacy and 
Tallman from the Daily Columbus Enquirer-Sun, July 21, 1882, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 

 



 

Advertisement for the Columbus and Rome Railway from Daily Columbus Enquirer-Sun July 21, 1882, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 



 

Advertisement with times and prices and a story on an chaperoned excursion from Columbus in the Daily 
Columbus Enquirer-Sun on Saturday, June 17, 1882, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 



 

A portion of the society story “Where They Have Gone,” listing Columbus folks visiting White Sulphur 
Springs in the Daily Columbus Enquirer-Sun on the August 13, 1882, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 

 

Advertising sprinkled throughout page 4 of the Daily Columbus Enquirer-Sun on June 10, 1882, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/ 


