
Today in Columbus History: 

On January 24, 1878, the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun ran a story entitled “Hervey Hall, His Death in Brazil 
… Incidents of His Life,“ about the death on October 29, 1877, of the former Columbus merchant. He had 
been a dealer in hardware in Columbus for many years. Hall was born in Vermont in 1802 and came to 
Columbus by way of Eatonton, Georgia in 1828. He started out in the tinware business and was one of the 
earliest merchants in Columbus. He added hardware to his store and joined forces with Jacob Moses in the 
firm Hall & Moses in 1832. He married Jane Catherine Ives in Muscogee County in 1834 and was elected 
alderman in 1849. 

Hall also had a hardware business in Montgomery, Alabama, operating under the name of Hall, Moses and 
Roberts that dissolved in April 1859 after eighteen years in business. Hervey Hall had moved to Gainesville 
in Hall County by the time his two-year-old granddaughter Mary Kate Cairns Dillingham’s death in August 
1859. The child’s mother, Mary Pomroy Hall Dillingham, died in Columbus in 1857. Her widowed father 
George W. Dillingham married her mother’s sister Anna Louise Hall in a double wedding in Gainesville, 
Georgia in June 1861 along with Hervey Hall’s son William who married Eola Marble. 

After the Civil War, Hall and some of his family relocated to Brazil. Thousands of disenchanted Southerners 
did the same. That country did not abolish slavery until 1888 and was a haven for former Confederates. 
Several people set up colonies there with the blessing of Brazil’s Emperor, Dom Pedro II. Among them was 
Major Lansford Hastings, who advertised in the Columbus Enquirer in late 1865 for his Pioneer Colony 
near the Amazon River in northern Brazil. Frank McMullan started the colony of New Texas near Sao Paulo. 
Both colonies drew people from across the South and both collapsed when their leaders died in the late 
1860’s.  

Many Southerners returned to the United States after a bad experience in Brazil. Hervey Hall was not one 
of them. He was quite happy with decision and said so in a brief visit back to Columbus in 1868. He was 
likely back again in 1871 for his wife’s funeral. According to her FindAGrave memorial, she died in 
Kentucky that year. The article leading off this post says that Hervey Hall was killed at his home in Brazil by 
a desperado. His FindAGrave memorial shows him buried in Brazil, as is his son Charles Moses Hall and 
granddaughter Katherine Ives Hall Porter. Katherine’s father was Hervey’s son George Ives Hall. He died in 
Brazil in 1913 but is buried in Linwood Cemetery. 

William Beach succeeded Hall in the Columbus hardware business by 1871. Although, his association with 
the firm dated at least as far back as 1855 when the firm of Hall and Moses dissolved with the death of 
Jacob Moses. The new firm of Hall, Moses and Co. took its place and included Hervey Hall, Isaac Moses, 
Jacob Hendricks, and William Beach. Beach died in 1910 but the hardware store continued well into the 
twentieth century. The Industrial Index of 1928 contained an advertisement claiming it was the oldest 
hardware store in Columbus. 
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Our weekly snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching through the 
most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to explore more about 



Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic and may contain mistakes. If you have 
corrections or additional information, feel free to share them with the group.  

 

From the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun, January 24, 1878, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.  

  

Descendants of Confederate immigrants in Brazil celebrate their heritage in a BBC story from 2015, 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-33245800 



 

Early advertisement for Hervey Hall from the Democrat, January 29, 1831, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 

 

Early advertisement for Hall & Moses from the Columbus Democrat, June 2, 1832, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 



 

Ad from the Columbus Weekly Sun, October 10, 1871, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 

 

Notice in Columbus Daily Enquirer from November 22, 1865, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 



 

Grave of George Ives Hall, who died in Parahyba,Brazil, at Linwood Cemetery from his FindAGrave 
memorial, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/171284984/george-ives-hall 

 

 

Death notice for Hervey Hall’s granddaughter Mary Kate Cairns Dillingham, Columbus Daily Times, August 
20, 1859, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 

 

 

Double wedding announcement for Hervey Hall’s children, Columbus Daily Times, June 7, 1861, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 


