Today in Columbus History:

On January 27, 1875, a lengthy article of several columns appeared in the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun
entitled “B. F. Bagley,” that told how Benjamin Franklin Bagley had made bail in the court of Barnard Hill in
Macon, much to the dismay of many in Columbus. Judge Johnson and three justices of the peace ordered
Bagley held without bail after his preliminary trial the month before. Bagley's attorney applied to Judge
Hill for bail under a writ of habeas corpus. Several men (including Bagley's father) posted the bail after his
trial in Macon.

This was the continuation of a story first reported in the Columbus Sunday Enquirer exactly one month
earlier, on December 27, 1874. That article, entitled "Pistols,” told of the shoot-out on the streets of
Columbus on the day before. The confrontation resulted in the death of M. L. Bagley, brother of B.F.
Bagley and the serious wounding Marshal Matthew Murphy at the hands of the dead man. Murphy died
the next day.

The problem started at the store of Watt and Walker, under the Rankin House on Broad. Among the many
witness providing affidavits as to the events of that day were Charles Watt, W. J. Watt, and J.A. Walker.
Benjamin Franklin Bagley and his brother Melford Lafayette Bagley visited the store while armed and
intoxicated. Charles Watt briefly disarmed B. F. Bagley but returned the weapon when they promised to go
home. Marshal Matthew W. Murphy wanted them out of town and asked policemen McEachern and
Duncan for assistance in sending them on their way. The Bagley's dislike of the police dated back to the
previous summer when Melford Bagley spent time in the guardhouse after a clubbing from officer
Duncan.

The Bagley brothers mounted their horses and started down Crawford Street, yelling, and cursing as they
went. Murphy and policemen followed on foot to assure they kept going. B. F. Bagley made good
progress while his brother lagged behind. Past the Springer, Murphy grabbed the bridle of M. L. Bagley's
horse. Bagley drew a gun and McEachern grabbed Bagley's wrist while Murphy disarmed him. Bagley
pulled another pistol and shot Murphy. Murphy got at least one shot off while Bagley rode away.
McEachern fired on him, as well. Bagley took two bullets in his back and fell from his horse a short
distance away. B. F. Bagley shot off a couple of rounds before he was captured as he rode up Jackson
Street.

Twenty-five-year-old Benjamin and twenty-four-year-old Melford were the sons of William Bagley a
wealthy planter in Chattahoochee County. The Sunday Enquirer described the Bagleys as “boystering
bullies, local terrors and habitual pistol toters” that are “powerful ugly fellers to rile.” Murphy was thirty-
one years old, married, with two children who served Columbus for eight years prior to this confrontation.



He was born in New York to Irish immigrant parents. The Sunday Enquirer described him as, “universally
esteemed as an honorable and upright citizen.”

The incident helped give Columbus a “wild west” reputation and led one recent author to claim, “endemic
violence has left a bloody trail through Columbus history.” However, that author incorrectly states that the
accused was hung. On the contrary, B. F. Bagley lived another fifty years and served Chattahoochee
County as Tax Receiver, Sheriff and Representative in the Georgia House of Representatives.

Compiled by Daniel A. Bellware, Muscogee Genealogical Society
Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO).

Our weekly snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic and

may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to share them
with the group.
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Hejeased on s Bond of 83,000—Action
of Judge Barnard Hill of (Macon -
—The New Evidenes Ad-
duced—-The Rondymen—
The Mearing im
Hacon,

Many of our readers have asked us up-
on what new evidence was it that Judge
Barnard Hill admitted B. F, Bagleyto
bail, when Judge Johnson and three Jus-
tices of the Peace of Muscogee eounty
refused to do so,

THE PACTS.

Marshal M. W. Murphy, of Columbus,
was killed on the 26th of last Descember
while doing his duty as an officer of the
city, by L. Dagley, of Chattaboochee
county, who was himself killed by the
Marshal or some one elso. B, F. Bagley,
a brother of the deceased, was accused of
baing an acoessory to the murder. Judge
Johnson and three Justices of the Peace,
after a foll hearing, commitied him to
jail for murder, without bail. Judge
Johnson went to Washington aboot a
week ago. During his absence counsel
for the defence applied to Judge B,
Hill under a writ of Aabeas corpus for
bail. The writ was granted and the case
heard in Macon on Monday.

THE RESULT

Article on the “B. F. Bagley” from the Daily Columbus Enquirer-Sun, January 27, 1875,
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.




PISTOLS.
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HARSHAL MURPHY SHOT, PER.
HAPS FATALLY.
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CHATTAHOOCHEE DESPERADORS ATTAOK THE
POLICE OF OOLUMBUS—INDIGNATION OF
THE PFEOPLE—AHOULD MURPAY DIR
THE TEUPLE WILL N0O1 WAIT
FOR UNCERTAIX LAW,
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FULL PARTICULARE OF THE WMURDERER
BROTHEES AND THEEIR OAPTURE,
Yesterday afterncon, at half past three,
Matt, Marphy, the Marshal of Columbus,
was shot under the following ciroumstan.
oea
¢ THE BAGLETS,
| There is a family named Bagley living
near Cusseta, Chattahoochee county, and
in this family there are five boys, noted
for being UbLoystering bullies, local
terrors avd habitual pistol toters. They
add to their list of accomplishments that
of being hard driukers, roogh swearers,
and as their admirersaay, for snch crestures
bave admirers, ‘‘they are powerful njly
fellors to rile.” - On Thursday night two
brothers of this peouliar family came to
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Article on the shooting of Marshal Matt Murphy from the Columbus Sunday Enquirer December 27, 1874,
note the description of the "boystering bullies, local terrors and habitual pistol toters” that are "powerful
ugly fellers to rile,” https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.

Picture of Benjamin Franklin Bagley from FindAGrave.com



W.J. WATT. J.A. WALKER, C. H, WATT.

WATT & WALKER,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL -
Grocers and Commission Merchants,

Corner under Rq_nl:ln House,

E:"lﬂl LARGEST AND BEST SBELEOTED STOCK OF GROCERIES IN THE
OF COLUMBUS, CONSISTING OF

Bacon Bides, Bu ides,
°ﬂ ulders, : gﬂi ilnuldnl.
Baocon H m:L
erces, Lard in Buckets & Kegs.
FLOUR of all Grldu. lnuludlnl the Celebrated SILVER LAKE BRAND, the
in the World.

Bagging, Ties, Salt, Bugar, Mackerel, Soap, Cheere, Coffes, Oysters, Sardin
il nu'.nn', sh, Soda, Itlnll’.'thm, iu’h :'ndm:l.n' L
I‘.lry Goods, such s
Osnaburgs, Sheetings, Shirtings, Cheoks, llrl'pu. Yarns and Pants Qoo ds
ALSO A WELL-SBELECTED S8TOCK OF

Ulllllllt—ruu $1.00 per |Ilon to $5.00, and lf any Brard or per cent.
proof that may be desired

Our Block of §U QAR inoludes every grade and price, and nn lot of BYRUPS cannot be
surpassed In the city, It Inaludes all grades ot NEW ORLEANS In barrels and hslf bar.
rels; also, several handred barrels of eholes Florida Byrup, which (s superior lo sny-
thing In the market, and much cheaper In price. It has & delightiul Aavor, and rich, clear
eolor, and selected expressly for our trade, S@Unsh customers ean always save money by

;ﬂu us & trisl hhn purchasing slsswhers.

WATT & m

Ad for Watt and Walker from the Columbus Daily Enquirer, January 27, 1875, note the well-selected stock
of whiskies from $1 - $5 per gallon, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.




