Today in Columbus History:

On February 10, 1874, a story appeared in the Daily Columbus Daily Enquirer entitled "Post Mortem
Examination,” that confirmed an earlier report on the death of William H. Thompson. Tracking down that
story revealed not just one but two unusual deaths in the Columbus Daily Enquirer of February 7. Both
involved the steamer Julia St. Clair and the abundant use of alcohol. The post mortem examination
mentioned on February 10 occurred after Coroner deGraffenreid held an inquest that found that
Thompson died from “the discharge of a pistol in a tustle [sic] with Mrs. Edmar Tompkins.” The second
death was of an intoxicated passenger on the Julia St. Clair, of which Thompson was the pilot.

The first of four related stories in the February 7 Columbus Daily Enquireris the regular notice of the
arrival of the steamer and its cargo (83 bales of cotton and 49 barrels). Her schedule at this time had her
arriving in Columbus on Friday morning and leaving for Bainbridge on Saturday morning. In addition to
her cargo, she likely brought news of a mishap that occurred aboard the ship on the previous Monday,
February 2.

The second story was that of the mishap - the tragic death of passenger J. C. Thomas. This young man
appears to be twenty-two-year-old John Cuthbert Thomas formerly of Decatur County, Georgia. The
Columbus Daily Enquirer story describes the scene of a drunk Mr. Thomas avoiding the open hatchway,
tripping, and falling, which caused his death in ten minutes. Another account, in the Bainbridge Weekly
Sun claims Thomas fell into the hatchway and died almost instantly from a badly crushed side. Drunks fall
down all the time without dying. It seems more likely that he hit his head.

The third story concerned the death of William H. Thompson, the pilot of the Julia St. Clair, which occurred
on Friday, February 6. It's a long story, so | included it in three parts. He was distraught and drunk when
visiting Mrs. Tompkins. One wonders if that unfortunate accident aboard the ship weighed on his mind, or
if he might be somehow responsible. Although their deaths appear together in several papers, including
this one, none drew a connection between the two. Maybe there isn't one.

The Columbus Daily Enquirer also never explains the relationship between Mrs. Tompkins and Mr.
Thompson. Was he a boarder, a suitor, or maybe both? Little could be found on her, other than she was a
widow, living on Jackson between Early and Fulton (2" Ave between 6 and 5% Streets). She was also
about five years younger than Mr. Thompson.

Why Mrs. Tompkins would attempt to wrestle a loaded and cocked gun away from a drunk is anyone’s
guess. The description of Thompson’'s wound seems a bit odd, as well. According to the coroner, the bullet
entered the left breast of victim at the heart, passed through the body, and exited out right side, near the
nipple. Even with a small pistol, it would be difficult to shoot yourself through the upper chest from the
side like that.

The last of the four stories was the funeral notice for William H. Thompson at the home of his stepmother
Mrs. Younger. His birth mother died before he was ten years old. His father remarried and died while he
was a teenager. His stepmother then remarried shortly after the death of Thompson'’s father.

If nothing else, the stories of these two deaths could only help the recruiting efforts of the local
temperance societies.
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Post Mortems Examination,

Drs. Stanford and Colzey held a post
wwrtem examination of the body of Wm.
Thompson yesterday. The result was
but confirmatory of the report of the
wound we gave yeaterday. ‘I'he remains

were buried last afternoon.
- . | -

- - - e W ~— #ma

Article on “Post Mortem Examination” from the Columbus Daily Enquirer, February 10, 1874,
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.
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Liver Nows,

Tho Julin St, Clmr arvived yesterday
with 53 balos of cotton and 19 barrels,
She lgaves ab 10 A, M., tooday.

=

News of the arrival of the Julia St. Clair Columbus Daily Enquirer, February 7, 1874,
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.
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Accidentally Killed on a Steamboat,

JoC Thowas got on the Julia 8t. Clair
at Bellevien, Fla, He was removing his
stocl and farming untensils from  Florida
to Troup landing on the Flint river. On
arriving at his destination, and after near-
v all his property was on shore, he start-
cod himself. e had been drinking the
y whole time ho was on the boat, and at
Cthe time mentioned was well under the
intluence of liguor,  In threading his du-
bious way he narrowly escaped falling in-
o the hatehway, and in trying to escape
it fell against the bulwarks and so injured
hunself that he died in ten minutes. He
| was a plauter of some means,
-

Account of the death of J. C. Thomas aboard the Julia St. Clair from the Columbus Daily Enquirer, February
7, 1874, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.
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Sut Accident,
We are called upon torecord a very sad ac-
dent this week. Mr. J. C. Thomas, a
ung man of about twenty-three years of
e,and who has lived in this county the grea-
r portion of his life, was killed on board the
camer Julia St. Clair on Sunday night or
rly Monday morning, by falling in the hatch
ay. We know nothing of the particulars of
¢ painful occurrence, save that he accident-
 fell and had his side badly crushed by the
L and died altmost instantly.
> o

Account of the death of J. C. Thomas aboard the Julia St. Clair from the Bainbridge Weekly Sun, February
4, 1874, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.




I Wl THOMPSON KILLED,
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Kitting Aveidentnl — Coroner's  Inguest,
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Mr, W, . Thompson, the pilot of the
Jalin 8t Clair, was killed last ufternoon
wbout 34 o'eloek, He arrived in the city
yesterduy morning on the boat, and at
noon wis quite pobar, His death oceunrred
at the house of Mrs, Edmar Towpkins,
which is loested down town,

Coroner deCirpifenreid held an inquest
ovegr the bLody, Captain Willism Davis
was foreman of the jury, Two colored
persous, Henry Davis and —— "
wers among the seven mwembers,

It secms that at the time of the occur-
rence only Mrs, Towpking and the de-
cessed were in the heuse. Her evidence
wia abont this:

Thompson seut me down some fish and
timid he would dine with me, He did not
come until after the M. & G, train went
out, He tapped at the back dogr and I
lat him in. Asked why he did not enter
the front dour, Replied he came from
back strect, Saw he was sffected by
liguor. Hu said Lo had been to St Clair's,
(he wan away) bought a bottle of liquor
nnd taken sevoral drinks. T'old bim that
would bring biun ioto trouble. Baid he
"1 i not eare for bis hifo and talked about
killing, sud  drew and cocked n plstol,
which be flourished. Tried to take it
away from him, We lad a tussle, |
wis 50 exeited fonring for my own life,
that T ennnot tell how long it was. At
+ | one time 1 took the pistol from bim, but
he seized i mgain,

I think the nicdol was dischareed twice.

Part 1 of the article on William H. Thompson's death from the Columbus Daily Enquirer on February 7,
1874, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.
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I think the pistol was discharged twice,
Con't tell intervals betweosn shots, I did
not think e was wounded, [ sereamed for
help in room and also st front and back
dovr,  Thompson walked to the hall
and leaned sguinst door post of  rooin op-
posite ene whera we tussled.  As |
werenmed for belp at back door he said
“P'mowot e, and dmmediately after
dropped slowly tothe floor, and died short-
ly aftee Miss Dexter came, I wos not mad
| nor was be, 1 was seared, T thought
| after he fell he was fooling. I sent for
nid as soon us 1 eonld.  He never spoke
| sftar e fell, The pistol aod  his wateb,
whioh had beon pulled out in the scaflle,
ware left on the bed,

Policoman Foran testified he cameo on
being seut for, Thompson did not speak
alter I enmo.  Found waleh snd pistol
on bed,  Mra, Tompkins told me where
they were, | Pistol was shown. Itism
sl five-boerel Colt,  Two chambers
were  eply, Mr, Clapbam identi-
fiedd it a8 onoe Thompson had st Baio-
bridgo last Bandny. It bhad been given
hiw by policemsn Wood, |

Miss Mury Dixon, who lives in adjoin-
ing lot, beard two shots snd Mra, T.'s
erios for help, Came over, Thompson
lovked as if he would speak, and could
nol,

Aea Nivan laclifled dn haarine tha

Part 2 of the article on William H. Thompson's death from the Columbus Daily Enquirer on February 7,
1874, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.
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Mrs. Dixon testified to hearing the
shots,

A negro woman employed on the lot
was neross the streotl, and heard no shots.
Went for nid whon Mrs, I, callod to hor
Lo dlo so,

Body was examined.  The ball enterod
the left breast about the heart, passod
completely throagh the breast, nnd was |
found next to the andershinl, near the
right nipple,  "I'ho other ball was fonnd to
hinve passed throngh a door,

Jury brooght in o verdiet that *“‘de-
consed eamo to his death from the dis-
chargo of o pistol in o tustle with Mres,
Fdmne Tompkiog, whilst sho was trying |
to takie it fromm him, " !
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Thompson was about 13 yoars of age
and was considered the best pilot on ony
river.  Most of his hifo bas beon passed
on the strewm,  Direetly  after the war
diring o wholo season ho received 1,000
Lo BO,000 per month, bt he  spent il
His ouly relatives aro o stepmotber and
hndf brothers. s wife disd some  yoars
o,

o

Part 3 of the article on William H. Thompson's death from the Columbus Daily Enquirer on February 7,
1874, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.
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FUNERAL NOTICL.

The friends and acquaintances of Wrr-
tiaMm I, Tromresox, and of Mrs. Younger
and family, are respectfully invited to at-
tend the funeral of the former, at the
residence of Mrs, Younger, corner Ogle-
thorpe and Few strects, this (Seturday)
nfternoon at ) o'clock,
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Funeral notice of William H. Thompson, pilot of the Julia St. Clair from the Columbus Daily Enquirer,
February 7, 1874, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.




Gravesite of William H. Thompson in Linwood Cemetery, from FindAGrave.com



