
Today in Columbus History: 

On March 7, 1889, the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun ran a story entitled “A Tale of Woe and Want” about 
the troubles of the Bryan Thomas (B. T.) Pope family of Columbus. It was a follow-up to the previous day’s 
story “A Piteous Tale of Want.” Another story entitled “The Afflicted Pope Family” followed on March 9, 
1889.  

B. T. Pope was born in Stewart County, Georgia in 1853. He married Sarah (Sally) Gilmore on Christmas Eve 
1873 in Lee County, Alabama. He was working as a farmer, living with his family in Blount County, Alabama 
during the 1880 census. They eventually had at least seven children, all boys. 

The earliest story, their “piteous tale of want” said that the family was starving, B.T. Pope was unable to 
work for several weeks, Mrs. Pope was dying, and the entire family was in a “deplorable state of 
wretchedness and want.” The paper sought relief for the suffering family.  

Several people stepped forward to help the family, but it was too late for Mrs. Pope. She died on March 6, 
prompting second newspaper story, with its “tale of woe and want.” Neighbors chipped in and bought her 
a coffin; James M. Fletcher, proprietor of the Palace Stables provided the use of his hearse and carriage 
free of charge. His undertaking business is likely the source of the coffin, as well.  

Reverend James W. Howard of the 2nd Baptist Church and his family stepped up in a big way, taking in 
several members of the Pope family. His daughter, Frances Knight temporarily took the baby of the family 
into the home she shared with her husband Jesse Knight and their own three young children. Reverend 
Howard performed the funeral for Mrs. Pope and took B. T. and his son Silas into his home. Coincidently, 
Reverend Howard was the same James W. Howard that was in the junk business with murder victim 
George Gammon, the subject of my Today in Columbus History post for January 10, 2022. Howard was still 
in that line of work, in addition to leading his congregation. Mrs. Granberry Phillips also took two of the 
children (Lopez and Vastor) into her home. 

Pope got back on his feet quickly. He married Ellen Hall just a few months later, on June 9, 1889, in 
Columbus and appeared in the 1891-92 city directory working for the New Home Sewing Machine 
Company. Unfortunately, Ellen passed away in 1896, leaving Bryan to marry again in 1897 to Cynthia 
Coleman Gullatt, the widow of Robert Benjamin Gullatt.   

Pope weathered that rough patch and seemed to keep his head above water from then on. He appears in 
the 1894 Columbus city directory as a grocer residing in Phenix City and he remained a grocer for the rest 
of his working days, either in Phenix City or Columbus. His marriage to Cynthia lasted until his death in 
1927, making it his longest. She outlived him by about six years, dying in 1933. Both are buried in Pine 
Grove Cemetery in Phenix City. 
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Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 

Our weekly snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching through the 
most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to explore more about 
Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic and may contain mistakes. If you have 
corrections or additional information, feel free to share them with the group.  



 

From the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun, March 7, 1889, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 



 

Picture of B.T. Pope and his third wife Cynthia, from Ancestry.com 

  

  

Ad from the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun, May 13, 1889, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 

 



 

From the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun, March 6, 1889, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 

 

From the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun, March 9, 1889, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 



 

Entry for Rev. James W. Howard, Baptist preacher, and junk dealer from the 1888 Polk’s Columbus City 
Directory https://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/chat/ccd/pdfs/dir-columbus1888.pdf 

 

 

 Entry for B. T. Pope from the 1891-92 Sholes’ Columbus City Directory dir-columbus1891-92.pdf (usg.edu). 


