
Today in Columbus History: 

On Tuesday, March 17, 1874, a story appeared in the Daily Columbus Daily Enquirer announcing “The 
North & South Railroad, Terrible Accident – Conductor Stunned – Engineer, Bragg Yonge, Killed – Wood 
Passer Mortally Scalded and Mashed – Fireman Badly Cut – Train Wrecked.”  

The accident happened the morning before, about seven and half miles from Columbus close to Cleghorn 
station near Nance’s old shop. It had been raining heavily for several days. Earlier that morning, track 
inspector Stringfield and conductor F. S. Grimes of the outbound train carefully examined the trestle (No. 4 
½) where the accident later happened and the trained passed over it safely. On the return trip, they 
traversed the same section slowly, about six miles per hour. This time, the trestle gave way.  

Conductor Grimes was in the passenger car and in his words was “badly frightened but not demoralized.” 
Fireman Tom Jones sustained a severe cut on his head when he leapt from the train to safety. Grimes 
found engineer Bragg Yonge crushed to death under the boiler and sixteen-year-old, wood passer and 
Yonge’s nephew Willie Taylor was scalded over most of his body and near death.   

Yonge’s body was taken to his home on Oglethorpe and prepared for burial. Taylor was moved a short 
distance to Nance’s. He died early the next morning and was brought back to Columbus. Both Yonge and 
Taylor shared a funeral procession to Linwood Cemetery on the afternoon of March 17.  

Yonge’s death generated three funeral notices in that day’s paper. The first one was from his wife, the 
former Fannie Kittrell, whom he married in Columbus in 1866. Yonge was about thirty-five years old and 
had two children. 

Another notice was from his labor union, the Machinists and Blacksmith’s Union No. 4 that represented 
railroad workers. The local Union attended the funeral in full force and had Yonge’s death notice printed in 
the union’s national journal in May 1874.  

The last notice was from sisters’ families. His sister Roberta Yonge was married to J. Rhodes Browne, the 
president of the Georgia Home Bank, Georgia Home Savings Bank and Georgia Home Insurance company. 
Another sister, Eliza, was married to Abram Gammel, a livery operator. She was stepmother to Gammel’s 
daughter Martha Robinson, the mother of Willie Taylor.    

This was the railroad’s first accident since it began running, eighteen months earlier. The N&S was 
chartered in October 1870, with the hope of travelling between Columbus and Chattanooga. By the time 
of the accident, the track only went as far as Kingsboro, about twenty miles or so. 

The engine John King had arrived in Columbus only about six months earlier in September 1873. A 
description of the engine from the Weekly Sun of September 9, 1873 matches with the that of another 
engine, the Onward, built in 1872. Both narrow gauge engines were built by William Mason of Taunton, 
Massachusetts with a connected tender, 0-4-4 wheel configuration, 10X15 cylinders, and 33 inch drivers.  

The crash was just the beginning of the problems for the N&S. Shortly after the wreck, on April 22, it held 
a shareholders’ meeting. President T. E. Blanchard told the gathering that the railroad was in dire straits. 
After the accident, Blanchard paid for the repairs to the track out of his own pocket. However, $9,400 in 
interest past due on its state-endorsed bonds, with no funds to pay it. On April 24, Governor Smith seized 
the railroad and assigned a new superintendent until it the state could find a buyer. 
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Our weekly snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic and 
may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to share them 
with the group.  

 

 

Article on “The North & South Railroad” from the Columbus Daily Enquirer, March 17, 1874, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 



 

The description of the Onward is almost identical to the John King (https://utahrails.net/images/tufford2.jpg) 

 

Notice of the arrival of the engine John King in Columbus from the Weekly Sun, September 9, 1873, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 



 

The schedule for the N&S Railroad. From the Hamilton Weekly Visitor, February 13, 1874, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. The 6:00 am Monday train passed over the trestle near 
Cleghorn station without incident on the way to Kingsboro. The return trip ended in disaster. 

 

Bragg Yonge’s death generated three funeral notices in the Columbus Daily Enquirer, March 17, 1874, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 



 

Yonge’s death notice superimposed on the cover of the Machinist and Blacksmith’s Journal, May 1874, 
https://library.si.edu/digital-library/book/machinistsblac1171874fehr 

 

A short note on the condition of fireman Tom Jones in the Columbus Daily Enquirer, March 18 1874, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 

 



 

Willie Taylor’s story in the Columbus Daily Enquirer, March 18, 1874, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 

 


