
Today in Columbus History: 

On April 11, 1880, the Columbus Daily Times ran a story advertising the “Grand Fete Champetre,” a garden 
party, at the home of Mrs. Hines Holt in Wynnton. Although the story doesn’t mention it, the purpose was 
to raise money for the new public library. Both the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun and the Columbus Daily 
Times also ran notices for ladies interested in the party to meet at Mrs. Holt’s home at 5 p.m. that day, as 
well, presumably to plan the event. 

Mrs. Holt was the former Sarah Perry and widow of Hines Holt II, whom she married in May 1838. He was 
an attorney and former Georgia congressman, state senator, Confederate congressman, and delegate to 
the Georgia Constitutional Convention in Milledgeville in 1865. He died while attending the convention on 
November 4. The Holt home is known today as the Wynn House. Hines Holt purchased it in 1855 from 
Henry Hurt who purchased it in 1852 from the original owner Col. William L. Wynn. 

The garden party followed an amateur performance of Red Riding Hood, a musical stage production at 
the Springer Opera House, managed by Lila Howard with the assistance of Emma Moffitt Tyng, a former 
Columbus resident who was visiting from New York. In this version of the story, the Fairy Queen, played by 
Stella O’Brien banishes the Wolf, played by James Benet. Sallie Preer played Red Riding Hood with Addie 
Mason playing her little sister along with a host of supporting characters. The performance received good 
reviews and raised about one hundred and fifty dollars for the library. The shoe store of J. Marion Estes 
also did a brisk business in elegant slippers for the girls performing in the show. 

One feature of the Grand Fete Champetre was a reception that included some of the characters from the 
Red Riding Hood play, including Red Riding Hood and “Mrs. General Ulysses S. Grant, in full toilet.” Other 
activities included a toxophilite gallery (archery), croquet and other games, swinging, and dancing to Prof. 
H. W. Card’s Orchestra. An omnibus provided transportation for the partygoers from St. Luke church, 
ferrying them to the event for 15 cents (10 cents for children).  

Petitioners for the new library read like a Who’s Who of Columbus and included G. Gunby Jordon, Geo P 
Swift, A. O. Blackmar, John King, Lionel Levy, W. A. Little, J. J. Slade, F. W. Golden, John Peabody, Cliff 
Grimes, J. Rhodes Browne, and others. The paper published the application for the new library’s charter in 
several editions. There had a previous Library Association in the 1870s that failed to catch on. 

The local newspapers rated the party was an overall success. Although it had a slow start, things picked up 
in afternoon. Prof. Card’s Orchestra kept the partygoers dancing into the night with the grounds lit with 
festive colored lanterns. The papers also assumed it was a financial success, but they failed to report the 
amount raised from this event.  
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Our weekly snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching through the 
most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to explore more about 
Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic and may contain mistakes. If you have 
corrections or additional information, feel free to share them with the group.  



 

From the Columbus Daily Times, April 11. 1880, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 

 

Mrs. Sarah (Perry) Holt from Find A Grave.com, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/34284214/sarah-
ann_charlotte-holt 

 

From the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun, April 11, 1880, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 



 

From the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun, March 31, 1880, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 

 

Ad for slippers tied to the Red Riding Hood show from the Columbus Daily Times, March 30, 1880, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 

 



 

Library charter application, Columbus Daily Times, March 21, 1880, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 


