Today in Columbus History:

On April 11, 1880, the Columbus Daily Times ran a story advertising the “"Grand Fete Champetre,” a garden
party, at the home of Mrs. Hines Holt in Wynnton. Although the story doesn’t mention it, the purpose was
to raise money for the new public library. Both the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun and the Columbus Daily
Times also ran notices for ladies interested in the party to meet at Mrs. Holt's home at 5 p.m. that day, as
well, presumably to plan the event.

Mrs. Holt was the former Sarah Perry and widow of Hines Holt I, whom she married in May 1838. He was
an attorney and former Georgia congressman, state senator, Confederate congressman, and delegate to
the Georgia Constitutional Convention in Milledgeville in 1865. He died while attending the convention on
November 4. The Holt home is known today as the Wynn House. Hines Holt purchased it in 1855 from
Henry Hurt who purchased it in 1852 from the original owner Col. William L. Wynn.

The garden party followed an amateur performance of Red Riding Hood, a musical stage production at
the Springer Opera House, managed by Lila Howard with the assistance of Emma Moffitt Tyng, a former
Columbus resident who was visiting from New York. In this version of the story, the Fairy Queen, played by
Stella O'Brien banishes the Wolf, played by James Benet. Sallie Preer played Red Riding Hood with Addie
Mason playing her little sister along with a host of supporting characters. The performance received good
reviews and raised about one hundred and fifty dollars for the library. The shoe store of J. Marion Estes
also did a brisk business in elegant slippers for the girls performing in the show.

One feature of the Grand Fete Champetre was a reception that included some of the characters from the
Red Riding Hood play, including Red Riding Hood and “Mrs. General Ulysses S. Grant, in full toilet.” Other
activities included a toxophilite gallery (archery), croquet and other games, swinging, and dancing to Prof.
H. W. Card’s Orchestra. An omnibus provided transportation for the partygoers from St. Luke church,
ferrying them to the event for 15 cents (10 cents for children).

Petitioners for the new library read like a Who's Who of Columbus and included G. Gunby Jordon, Geo P
Swift, A. O. Blackmar, John King, Lionel Levy, W. A. Little, J. J. Slade, F. W. Golden, John Peabody, Cliff
Grimes, J. Rhodes Browne, and others. The paper published the application for the new library’s charter in
several editions. There had a previous Library Association in the 1870s that failed to catch on.

The local newspapers rated the party was an overall success. Although it had a slow start, things picked up
in afternoon. Prof. Card’s Orchestra kept the partygoers dancing into the night with the grounds lit with
festive colored lanterns. The papers also assumed it was a financial success, but they failed to report the
amount raised from this event.

Compiled by Daniel A. Bellware, Muscogee Genealogical Society
Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO).

Our weekly snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching through the
most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to explore more about
Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic and may contain mistakes. If you have
corrections or additional information, feel free to share them with the group.
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GRAND FETE CHAMPETRE
In the grounds and woods adjoining the
realdence of Mrs. Hines Holt, in Wynnton, :
Saturday, April 17th,
Reception of Red Riding Hood party
and Mrs. Gen, Ulysses 8. Grant in full
toilet, from 8 to 10 p. m. in the parlors,

Omnibus and Hack Line from St. Luke
Methodist Chureh vard, golng and return-
Ing every 25 minutes, capable of accom-
modating 50 persons each time, from nine
o'elock. Fare, 10c. for round trip for chil- ]
dren; for adults, 15¢.

Admittance to the grounds, 10¢.; to re-
eeption, 10e.; Vehicles of every kind in-
cluding baby carriages, 10¢.; Velocipedes
free; Equestrians, 150,

Toxopholite Gallery, 5¢.

Games, Swinging, &e., free.

Card’'s Orchestra has been engaged.
Dancing in parlors, on platform and on
the green with May Pole. Music, Vocal
and Instrumental, everywhere.

Police to Insure from intrusion.

Refreshments and flowers in great va-

riety.
Tiekets at the Book and Drug Stores,
apls 3t 3

From the Columbus Daily Times, April 11. 1880, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.

Mrs. Sarah (Perry) Holt from Find A Grave.com, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/34284214/sarah-
ann_charlotte-holt
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Those Interested in Fete Next Batur-

day.
The ladies interested in the Fete Cham=-
petre, are requested to meet at the resi-
dence of Mrs. Holt on Monday, 5 o'clock,

P, M,

From the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun, April 11, 1880, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.




“Red Riding Hood.” ° |

This entertainmant for the bensfit of the
pubile library will be given at Bpringer
Opera Honee to-night. The enle of seals
has besn very good, and no doub! the house
will be crowded, The following s the pro
gramme :

Characters=Ted Riding Hond, Little k-
| ter, Mother, Woll, Falry Queon, atendanis,
| Heralds aud eurnival chisriclers,

Beene |—Introduction and ehorus of Fal-
ries, The queen warne them of & monsier
hiding in the wood, and invokesthelr pro-
teetion for Little Hed Riding Hood,  They
| promise obedience and Joln In dancing
“May Pole Danee,” and  depart sluglog.
“Naught shall harm the good of earth *'

Beone Il—Dinlogue and doett botween
Moiher und Hod Ridibg Hood, Molher
sending gifte of frult and “pol of butier" to
sloK grancmolher.

Bosnelll—Woll enlers Lhe wood, Inler-
oepts led Riding Hood—dinlogue and  Lur-
ries on to “get o Granny's house balfora you
do.” Falry Queen and atlendants on his
track, She bids her fuirles fly 1o hwnt
them, and sings, “Oh, T am a Fairy Queen,”

Heene [V —-Wolf personating Granny, afer
having devoured her, blds Red Rlding Hood
“pull the bobbina' Diklogue, Hong by
FAttle Siater, " To Chesr His Rheamatiz""
Red Riding Hood beglns Lo Investignte loug
aars, big eyea, ete, Wollsprings ut her to
ah®w the mission of bhis teethh. Enter Falry
S Quesn and attendants, who diemiss bim.
o | wounded and disgraced Lo the woods, In
honor of tha rescue she procialms a fole,

L Beone V—A oarnival, fiiry tableaux, wing-
ing, present tions, dancing, ehorus, *Fols

Bl low, Follow lo Dellght"
e —
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From the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun, March 31, 1880, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.

»
Beautiful S8how Case. |
One of the prettiest gights In the clty s
{he ghow cass displaving the elegant line
of Slippers just reeetved by Mr. J. Marion |
Fstea, It contains the most basutiful lHone
of Slippers ever brought to Columbus, and
are sold at remarkably low fgures, They
are the dot for the girls taking part in
Little Red Riding Hood, and already Mr, |
Estes has sold a dozen palrs to the ama
teurs,

Ko - AP
Ad for slippers tied to the Red Riding Hood show from the Columbus Daily Times, March 30, 1880,
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.




" GEURGIA, MusconRE COUNTY:

i | In re Application for Charter
| G, Gunby Jordan } In Muscoges Supericr Court,

L et al. May Term, 1880, a
| STATE OF GEORGIA, Muscogee Conuty, i

! Tu the Honorable Superior Court of Said County: 1

?TIIE petition of G ﬂunh{ Jordan, L. Meyer,
= George P Swift, AQ Blackmar, John King, C | 4
| M Kinsel, Lisnel 0 Levy, Jsmes A Baruett, Jo-
i | seph Hanesrd. J J Slade, F W Golden, J OA
ook, CHfY B Grimes, J Rhodes Browoe, John
Pesbody, Thomss K Wynne and Willlam A Little, | -
respeotiully shows thar they are citizens of said
i | stale and connty and desire with such other per-
sons a4 may be associsated with them,to be made
& body corporate ander the name of“The Co
| | Inmbua Public Library,” with all the rights pow-
ord and privileges which are in law incideat to
! | corporations of like character.
[ Your petitioners further show that tne object | -
of their asageiation isa to establish snd locate &
Public Library, to provide and maintain such &
; collegtion of books, magarines, nowspapers, pe-
riodicals  snd other publieations aE
} | may he  considered useful, inetruet-
ive or entertsining, together with such works of
art, ornament and design, mapes, charts, kc., as '
y | they may be able to  procure snd by the use
of any other consistent means to afford
b | opportunities for tue dissemination of knowl- | g
edge and the encoursgement of letters,

Your petitioners further show thiat they dssire
gadd Library to be located in the city of Colum-
bus in said State and county.

Your petitioners further show that the objects | *
of the r sesociation being purely to promote the | ,
ingellectual savancement of members and sub-
geribera, and not for the purpose of pecuniary
gain, that they have no capital stock and none to
be paid in, bat rely upon donstions from indi- |-
viduals and the public, subscriptions smong
themselves and sssociates, Mﬁ: er with fees
and dues from members and subscribers for the | !
supuly of mesns to furnish such books and other
property a8 may be held by said Columbus | °
Public Library ‘

Your petitioners farther show that they deaire
the peried of their incorporation to be twenty
yeara, with the privilege of renewal and smend-
ment of their charter a8 may be necesssry Irom
time to time. Ths premises being consideroa
your Petitioners pray that after the notios and
. | aftertisement hereof as by the statnte provided,
that an order be passed declaring this applicas
tion granted unter section 1676 of the code of |
Georgis and such acts as may bs amendatory
thereof and that your petitioners and thelr as-
sociates may becomes a body corporate as herein
set forth, with power to contrsct and be con-
tracted with; to sue and be sued; to have and
use & comaon seal; to have, hold, enjoy and use
all such real and perso pmtparw 84 may be
neadful or requisite to carry out the objects of
e e o i g o i
of the same, @ ge a0
H on ng ssid property st mmn for
' | the pur of promoting the design and
e ty o' ssid Public Library: to receive and
. | hold donations of real and : to
. | make and by-laws, rules regula- |
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Library charter application, Columbus Daily Times, March 21, 1880,
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.




