
 

Today in Columbus History: 

Today, I’ll depart from our usual look into the Digital Library of Georgia sources to examine an event that 
happened about a quarter century later than the Columbus newspapers available on that site. This post is 
based on my article “Columbus Throws a Party – Homecoming 1915” in the Spring 2017 issue of 
Muscogiana, available for download at: https://csuepress.columbusstate.edu/muscogiana/63/.  

April 14, 1915 was the opening day of the first Homecoming festival in Columbus. This four-day party had 
numerous events at various locations in town. Among them were almost daily parades, speeches by 
Georgia’s governor, a senator and other politicians, as well as other entertainment and athletic contests. 
The Columbus YMCA challenged an Auburn team to daily baseball games at Driving Park in South 
Commons and field events took place on Broad Street. Daily music and dancing included minstrel shows, 
and dancing on Broad Street as well as tea dansants at the Ralston. The Murrah Building, on the northwest 
corner of First Avenue and 12th Street hosted the daily Dixie Pigeon Shows that included over four 
hundred entrants. The local YMCA also put on a show called “Society Circus” with a variety of acrobatic, 
vocal, and musical acts. The highlight of the Homecoming was the premiere of the very first movie filmed 
in Columbus. 

The Chamber of Commerce organized the homecoming to encourage former residents to come back to 
Columbus and help the local economy by spending some money. Local clubs and organizations pitched in 
with the merchants to make it a success. The idea was to get people to spend as much as possible. The 
organizers encouraged attendees to buy homecoming buttons for themselves and their friends as well as 
ballots to elect the Homecoming Queen (at a penny per vote), tickets to the Society Circus show and lots 
of confetti. Local businesses referenced the homecoming in advertisements with some making special 
offers during the event. 

Earlier that month, the Chamber of Commerce constructed a large arch on Broad Street, between 11th and 
12th Streets. The Columbus State University Archives has a photograph of the arch in its collection. 
However, it incorrectly labels it “World War I Homecoming,” describing it as “meant for returning World 
War I veterans April 14-17, 1919.” There is no mention of any such arch or event in the newspapers of 
April 1919. 

The newly formed Historical Society and its president, the former mayor of Columbus, Lucius H. Chappell 
took a prominent role in planning the events for Friday, April 16. It was the anniversary of the last major 
military engagement of the Civil War – the Battle of Columbus. The Civic Pageant was actually another 
parade with civic-themed floats. The Historic Society was lobbying hard for national recognition of the 
battle and used the new medium of motion pictures to showcase the story for all the visitors.  

The Spirit of Columbus 1865-1915 was the name of this Columbus movie. It was a melodramatic love story 
whose cast of hundreds consisted of local townspeople, known as a home-talent photoplay. Itinerant 
filmmaker O. W. Lamb used the Confederate monument in Salisbury Park as a plot device to introduce a 
flash back to the locally famous “Last Battle of the Civil War.” He filmed the battle scenes at North 
Highlands a few weeks before. In the film, the young lovers toured the city allowing the moviegoers to see 
Columbus in all its glory. The Chamber of Commerce paid for the film to present the city of Columbus and 
all the commercial opportunities it had to offer to potential businesses and future visitors.    



Columbus merchants interviewed during the Homecoming were pleased with the result. The success of 
the homecoming encouraged the Chamber of Commerce to held another, smaller version in 1916. By 
1917, the war in Europe had changed the mood and the Chamber gave up planning for another 
homecoming and directed its efforts toward landing an Army camp south of town, instead. That too, was a 
resounding success. 

Compiled by Daniel A. Bellware, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Our weekly snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic and 
may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to share them 
with the group.  

 

 

Homecoming Arch, described in the CSU Archives as being for returning WWI veterans in 1919, it was 
actually for the Chamber of Commerce Home-Coming event four years earlier, (Courtesy of the CSU 
Archives). 



 

Headlines from The Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun and The Columbus Ledger announcing the opening of 
festivities, April 14, 1915. 

 

 

Ad for the first movie filmed in Columbus from The Columbus Enquirer-Sun, April 14, 1915. 

 



 

Garret Shoe Store ad with special Home-Coming prices, from The Columbus Enquirer-Sun, April 11, 1915 

 

Georgia Automobile Exchange ad reminding people to check out the latest Buick and Dodge models 
during Home-Coming, from The Columbus Enquirer-Sun, April 11, 1915 



 

Ad for McCollum’s Studio acknowledging that “You All May Never be Together Again” from The Columbus 
Enquirer-Sun on April 15,1915 

 

Ad for Castellaw-Perkins Co. clothing store from The Columbus Enquirer-Sun on April 11,1915 

 



 

Official schedule of Homecoming events for The Columbus Enquirer-Sun on April 14, 1915. 


