Today in Columbus History:

On May 16, 1883, the Columbus Times and Columbus Enquirer, both ran stories about the Grand Conclave
of the Knights Templar of the state of Georgia. The Conclave lasted from May 16 to May 17 and included
Knights from Augusta (Grand Commandery); Columbus (St. Aldemar #3); Macon (St. Omer #2); Atlanta
(Coeur de Lion #4); Savannah (Palestine #7); and Albany (Tancred #8). Only the Americus Commandery did
not attend. The Knights Templar is a Masonic order that differs from others in that it requires an
adherence to a Christian belief, instead of simply the belief in a higher being.

The St. Aldemar Commandery #3 of Columbus formed in 1857, was chartered in 1859, and constituted in
1860. In March 1883, the Commandery elected its officers for the year. They chose Hiram Middlebrook as
Eminent Commander, the leader of the group. You may recall that Middlebrook was the subject of my
Today In Columbus History post on October 4, 2021. The 1884 city directory shows him as the presiding
officer in three Masonic lodges that year. The Masons buried Middlebrook with full honors in Linwood
after his death on February 13, 1888, as possibly the oldest Mason in Georgia.

Knights of the various commanderies began assembling in Columbus on May 15. The Grand Commandery
took up residence at the Central Hotel, run by J. W. Ryan, who also catered their grand banquet at the
Masonic Hall. The newspapers published details of their arrivals, listing who was arriving on which trains.
The papers also included a schedule of events including their business meeting, parading, and drilling.
Although only about 100 knights came to town, they anticipated thousands of spectators.

The highlight of the Conclave was a competitive drill, judged by local community leaders Mayor Cliff
Grimes, Col. W. S. Shepard and Hon. W. A. Little. The prize for the best performance was a set of twelve
silver candlesticks. For various reasons, only two Commanderies competed, Coeur de Lion of Atlanta and
Palestine of Savannah. While the Atlanta group gave an outstanding performance, the Savannah Knights
took the prize. Their commander was former Confederate General and West Point graduate, Richard
Heron Anderson.

According to an article on May 13, 1883, the St. Aldemar Commandery had “only lately been aroused to
activity,” undoubtedly due to the Grand Commandery’s visit. Despite a notice on April 7 that they would
have a meeting to drill and another on May 9 that said twenty members spent $800 on new uniforms for
the drill competition, they realized their preparations were not sufficient and did not compete.

The second day of the Grand Conclave saw the Knights Templars choose Albany as the location for the
next year's conclave and Dr. J. W. Oslin of Columbus selected as the grand orator for the occasion. After
the business meeting the Knights marched in the annual Fireman's parade along with the local military
companies. The Knights must have appreciated their reception as the Grand Conclave returned to
Columbus in 1889.

Compiled by Daniel A. Bellware, Muscogee Genealogical Society
Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO).

Our weekly snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching through the
most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to explore more about
Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic and may contain mistakes. If you have
corrections or additional information, feel free to share them with the group.



KNIGHTS TEMPLAR.

DEMONSTRATION TO-DAY.

The city 1s astir. The Grand Conclave
of Knights Templar to held in the eity to-
day Is creating much Ioterss’. The fol-
lowing grand cfficers arrived o the city
yesterday, and are quartered at the Osp-
tral Hotel. They were:

R E O-W B Rockwell,

D EO-W B Youog,

G Gen—R B Hall,

G 0 G—Thoe Ballentyne,

GS W—0O T Watseon,

G J W--Thos Wayne,

G P—8 B Bweet,

G T—J E Wells,

G R-B P Hamllton,

G Standard Bearer—J F Fleming,

G 5 B—A H Sneed,

G W—A M Wollhin,

The Coear de Lion Commandery of At-
lanta, twenty-slx strong, errived last
pight on the 8 o'clock traln, and marched
up Randolph e'rest to Broad, and down
Broad to the Rankin house. The lollow-
Ing are the 8ir Kolghts In lipe:

E 0—A G Howard,

Gen—C L Wlilson,
1 (3—H 0O Btockdell.

ARRIVAL OF BIR ENIGHTS-GRAND

GRAND CONCLAVE.®

The Knights Templar Assemblivg in |
tho City.

—p——

Prepavalisne for the Mesring of ihe
@rand Commandery To.day-The am.
prtitiva Driit = Those Whe Have

Arrived, elo,
— s

The annuil onnoiave of the grand com-
mandery of the Kulghts lemplar ot Geors
g:s will coovene in thiselly weury Kgnt
Emioent Sir Wm, &, Ruckwell, grapd coms
muuder, reached Lhe clly yeslerdsy /L 340
o'¢lock p. m and hes his hencquarters sl
the Central Hotel, The graud comandery
will asemb e in the xeylvm ol St Aldstair
commaudery, at 10 o'click this moroiog’
for busiuess. The compeditive drill wiil
take pluce &l 5 o'cliek Luls wileruoon oa
Broad sireel,beltween Handol ph ard 5. Ulnlr,
Tae prizs 1o be awarded lue best drilled
oimmandery 18 8 cwe coalslning Ltwaive
besutiiul souver caudliesticks, Pabila exar.
clses will b bel 1at the Firs: Baptistenarch
At &8) v'o.ock to-nigat, when the lurgy
will ve reciied aoad s orailoo delivered by
Hir James A Gray,ol Coir de Lioa covm=

maodery,

From the Columbus Daily Times and Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun, May 16, 1883,
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.

Stereoscopic view of the Macon Knights Templar drilling on Cotton Ave at 2"¢ Street, circa 1880, from

Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knights Templar (Freemasonry).




BlIG DAY FOR LUMBLUS,

ANNUAL PARADE OF THE
FIRE BEPARTMENT.

Co

Drill ol
Wemplar.

Competitive ithe

Rimighis

BATTALTON DRILL aND GRAND
DRESS PARADE OF THE
MILITARY.

THE GRANDEST MILITARY AND
CIVIC DISPLAY EVER WIINESSELD
I8 CiMLUNMNBUS.

Tenn Thousmnd Visitors Expocbed Mrom
Noelghboring Clises.

From the Columbus Daily Times May 13, 1883, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/

glils of Hraad to Bryan eleeet, and coun-
ter march down the weat pide of BFoad, 8o
| ngto rent Lhe rlght wing on Orawlord and

il el wlig oin Rand dpli Bliaet, Here

ather cithea s tns board of sunorol of
thils ity

After the Inspection, the Kolghts Pemp-

| b and the military will waren op east

Frowd, restiog befween St
Rardidpl 5" reds, wisers thie ecompellilve
At of the Commandierles of Kuolghls

Templar of Georgle aod  the  Baltallon

droga parade of the miltary will take
AR[ THEN

The winglieg of the baautl ul uniforms
ol the Bir Kolghis with the gauwdy brap-

plogs of the mibltary and the dazzing red

| shilita of Lhe lHreoen, willfurm a pugasnk
the

brilllangy of which has pever belore

fre departmept will e lpppectesd by | lostesd of hiving & separate tost as bere-
| mayor, ablermen, visiilog chisls |.'l'| (LTI

Clale  and | ot cvent (et the sand bag abhould fall

|

1

land evar y company ehould be ready to)

Ia boih teste all companles Lo use the
gaoms Blnd of wasbier,

Toe Howk and lndder sompany will en-
ter the goutest with the other eom panies,

T samme bests ware ndopled for the ool-
oa e colLpanles,
NULES,
1. No allowaness lur ascldanta, fxoept

Lis dra o &t Lhe starting of any resd.

2 Ouly thirty micotes will be allowed
enill fulupany o woleh to maEe the Arst
a0l Begond 1ig'# aud have It inspection,

tke position te rao homedlately alter the |
company  precedlog I bas mads the (wo |
Leste, lor the hell heur will comumenes at
Lhat lima |

1, Bhould any proteet be made or any |

LOOAL NOTIOES,

By order of the E

8¢ Aldemar Commandery Ve, 8, K, T
Will meet this evening st 8 o’clock for
the purpose of drill.

C.

W. C. CoarTt, Recorder.

From the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun April 7, 1883, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/
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President Andrew Johnson in Knights Templar uniform (1869) from Wikipedia.com,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knights Templar (Freemasonry)

Logo of the Grand Commandery of Georgia from their Facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/GeorgiaTemplars/photos/144304776516171




ENIGHTS TEMPLAR.
e
Preparations sfor ths Enteriainment |
of the Grand Cemmandery. .

B

The regular meeting ol Bt, Aldemar Com-~
mavdery No, 83 of Knights Templar was
held 'ast night in tim ssylum of the coms
maadery, After the transaction of the reg-
ular business, the following ocommillees
were appolnted Lo arrange for the annual
gouclave of the Grand Commandery ol the
state of Georgia, which oconvenes In this
olty on next Wednesday, the 16th lnst

Commiites on Reception—H Middle-
brook, W C Onart, D R Biza, Dr J W Osllns
A Wittich, J F Clegg.

Committes on Banquel—Dr J W Osiin, |'
W O Qoart, Dr 7' J 8 Kimbrough

On Iavitation=Dr TJB8 Kimbrough, Dz |
J W McEihany,J P Kyle !

Twenty members of Bt, Aldemar C'm- ‘
mandery ordered new Kalght Templur uni-
torma at s cost of £800, They have been res
oelved and mre very haodsome, inaeed.
Tne e will fully equip the commaodery
The competitive drill will take pilace on the |
17th and wlll. be a grand display. Large i
delegations will be preseol from &il Lhe |,

prinelpal cillesand lowns In Lthe sla.8. |
il —

From the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun, May 9, 1883, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/




