
Today in Columbus History: 

On September 9, 1876, an article appeared in the Columbus Enquirer-Sun under the title 
“Thursday Night’s Fire” about a fire on the fourth floor of the Sammis & Rooney furniture 
store on Broad. The rest of the article dealt with the various insurance coverage on the 
building and contents.  

Sammis and Rooney refers to Richard H. Sammis and Lawrence Rooney, partners in the 
furniture business that started in Columbus in 1837.  Richard and Mary Ann (Byrne) Sammis 
were from New York City. They were married there in 1830 and had one daughter, Phoebe 
born there in 1831. Lawrence Rooney was born in either Pennsylvania or New York, 
depending on the source and married Georgia Ann Brown in 1842 in Russell County, 
Alabama. They had five daughters Clara, Catherine, Evelyn Augusta and Ann in Columbus.  

This was not the partners’ first experience with fire. Their business burned in March 1847, 
along with several others on Broad including Tarbox’s bookstore, Wade and Middlebrook’s 
saddlery warehouse, Hall and & Moses hardware, McNeil’s shoe store, the clothing and 
millinery store of Mr. and Mrs. Dessau, Fogle and Cushman’s dentist rooms and Holden’s 
oyster House and confectionary, among others. 

Sammis and Rooney built a four-story brick building with an iron front in 1855 and moved 
their business there in the latter part of the year. This was shortly before the construction of 
the Bank of Columbus (the Iron Bank), just down the street. Ads with a drawing of the new 
Sammis and Rooney building started appearing in 1856. Richard H. Sammis died in 1866 
after which, his wife continued to own a portion of the building.  

The structure appears to be the only four-story building on the Broad in the 1885 Sanborn 
maps. The customers did not have to worry about making the trek all the way up to the top, 
though. In 1879, Lawrence Rooney installed an elevator to allow them to be whisked up to 
the fourth floor to examine his fine selection of carpets and rugs.  

After 50 years in the business, Rooney sold out in early 1887 to Charles A. Klink. Along with 
the stock and goodwill, long-time clerk, James A. Calhoun went along with the new owner. 
Calhoun was the brother of Alpha T. Calhoun the subject of the last week’s Wednesday 
“Today in Columbus History.” He shows up in the 1873-74 and 1884 city directories as a 
clerk for Rooney and in the 1888 directory as working for Clink.   

Georgia Ann Rooney died in 1884 followed by Mary Sammis in 1895 and Lawrence Rooney 
in 1896. All are buried in Linwood Cemetery along with Richard Sammis. 
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Our weekly snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of 
searching through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to 
inspire readers to explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive 
dissertations on the topic and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or 
additional information, feel free to share them with the group.  
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