Today in Columbus History:

On September 9, 1876, an article appeared in the Columbus Enquirer-Sun under the title
“Thursday Night's Fire” about a fire on the fourth floor of the Sammis & Rooney furniture
store on Broad. The rest of the article dealt with the various insurance coverage on the
building and contents.

Sammis and Rooney refers to Richard H. Sammis and Lawrence Rooney, partners in the
furniture business that started in Columbus in 1837. Richard and Mary Ann (Byrne) Sammis
were from New York City. They were married there in 1830 and had one daughter, Phoebe
born there in 1831. Lawrence Rooney was born in either Pennsylvania or New York,
depending on the source and married Georgia Ann Brown in 1842 in Russell County,
Alabama. They had five daughters Clara, Catherine, Evelyn Augusta and Ann in Columbus.

This was not the partners’ first experience with fire. Their business burned in March 1847,
along with several others on Broad including Tarbox’'s bookstore, Wade and Middlebrook'’s
saddlery warehouse, Hall and & Moses hardware, McNeil's shoe store, the clothing and
millinery store of Mr. and Mrs. Dessau, Fogle and Cushman'’s dentist rooms and Holden's
oyster House and confectionary, among others.

Sammis and Rooney built a four-story brick building with an iron front in 1855 and moved
their business there in the latter part of the year. This was shortly before the construction of
the Bank of Columbus (the Iron Bank), just down the street. Ads with a drawing of the new
Sammis and Rooney building started appearing in 1856. Richard H. Sammis died in 1866
after which, his wife continued to own a portion of the building.

The structure appears to be the only four-story building on the Broad in the 1885 Sanborn
maps. The customers did not have to worry about making the trek all the way up to the top,
though. In 1879, Lawrence Rooney installed an elevator to allow them to be whisked up to
the fourth floor to examine his fine selection of carpets and rugs.

After 50 years in the business, Rooney sold out in early 1887 to Charles A. Klink. Along with
the stock and goodwill, long-time clerk, James A. Calhoun went along with the new owner.
Calhoun was the brother of Alpha T. Calhoun the subject of the last week's Wednesday
"Today in Columbus History.” He shows up in the 1873-74 and 1884 city directories as a
clerk for Rooney and in the 1888 directory as working for Clink.

Georgia Ann Rooney died in 1884 followed by Mary Sammis in 1895 and Lawrence Rooney
in 1896. All are buried in Linwood Cemetery along with Richard Sammis.

Compiled by Daniel A. Bellware, Muscogee Genealogical Society

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO).



Our weekly snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of
searching through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to
inspire readers to explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive
dissertations on the topic and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or
additional information, feel free to share them with the group.
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THURSDAY NIGHT'S FIRE,

The fire which occurred "ia the fourth
story of Bammis & Roeney's furniture
store and occupied by the latier of thess |
a4 a furniture atore, waa completely ex-

| Hiuguished about 4 o'clock § mor- | |
ning. The flames caaght in the back por. |
tion of the fourth story and did not reach |
any of the lower ones, Everything in
that part of the building which canght |
was burned aod all below was damaged by |
water and the removal from the house, |
save in the cellar where nothing was mov- | |
| od or damaged. The plastering from top
to bottom is completely saturated with
‘| water. It even leaked into the drug store
of Dr. Robert Carter and damaged him
perhapse $50. Sowe of the fixtares on
the top of his atore are partially torn nup
bat the loss is a trifle. ki

From the Columbus Enquirer-Sun, September 9, 1876. Clipping from Georgia Historic
Newspapers (GALILEO)
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New Elevator.

Mr L Rooney, the well-known mrnltm
dealer, has had smdnomoelontorplmd
in his establishment, so that parties can
take a ride and on arriving lnannpplr]l
Hstorymhll fine !ine of carpets.
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From the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun September 28, 1879. Clipping from Georgia Historic
Newspapers (GALILEO)

n

| SANMDMIS @ RDGN‘E‘Y. -
E “ﬂ"uﬂllmuﬂu m mw,

exiansive steck of Fone auiinble lnffnlnr
mrvRe 10 thulr

i : Siii lLoom,
New Four=Stary ! ﬁ'ﬂ “

*| BRICK BUILBING - - —— — peimaviiioiung it v
[IraN FRENT, = i . | )
= MEATLY OFFEITR = I | 1 {IF . i .

Thelr 06l siand, :;:-El N‘II’E'II-

"- Wh e T B Tenp = ol 28 Mla, Mo
ppea ithairold friend Ln‘:m 1!;1" 'Lm.

I= P i thadiald friwids
s rlain 5

| cumiciaers, ne
ik opweend lnd 'Bh

gremd ZESIN1E%me . 1 B

whow ¥liem remet. ing
Brilliant and Inviting
= in tho wey of

onut WHAT IQ‘M"B;
Hideboards, Markleand

OMS l__ancaﬁ'“ilr“ g

]?[]BE\WURF _t.: % S

Awn
LIBRARIES. 'y
WARDROBES,
Hosewood, Walnat, Ma=
hogany and Poplar. ]
TARLES—Uval and y
Bquure, Centra, Marhle b
Tap, Curd, Work, Fan-
oy, mnd Extenntva.
BEDSETHEAD
g |I.||I|h amd luw st ) F
tallan & Uelinge o of loss
wimel, Walwak nail Malog'y

Enamoled Saiie ol
Ted. Hoom Furnliure,
all ':';I-:‘r""' Marble and

| Our Ware-rooina nr

i wisegmn el Buraty,

amd onr FURNITURL

| Pecherehe. Woolor i

a | il vmwiwges 1 FURCHEL -

sems, frniahbng their

# Imeses, i byougp ti ut, ha

) tmsleful mwdl usiierom

Hivle,

lay hl\'hr:gh rnpel of onrt

husiness in Mow Yous

Lty whoere the senloe

PATLRAR WAL FACTTRLES

AnEFF bis v wn et e

arthelen to suilt the mroat

noaliflowe. We bavo an
LR

| Heegens watnmand Manocin| £ 4 ¥R TR
BEDRWM EmTE Papestry Velvel, Tapesiry Urassels, Brossols, In- |
an exfomkve smmoriment of all hll'll]i al grain—Fine and Superfins, 'ﬂ\:u Fly Yane-

timn, Homp, Coeon Magming, &eo.
ﬂ H A- I H E l ' [Aiqni-uli.ulr. ::Ihr-ulullrn, E;llm:fﬂ-ﬁ- RUGE, ]
Tanrge Gl frame MIRROBE, (ol nnd By uane

A gonoral sssorument of I ‘ U ‘ ' .m '

(S |

-

B! LOOKING GLASSES IN FRAMES, af Trocatalle and Damask—all golors,
FODKING GLARE PLATES by the b i SHADES, GILT CORNICES and CURTAIN
. g pote ; Frenefi Plate ©ae, do., do ] HOLDERS.
Colwmbias, Ga., Aup. 20, 1556 L tww Bm

From the Columbus Enquirer, September 2, 1856. Clipping from Georgia Historic
Newspapers (GALILEO)
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A Free Ride.

_ Along with those Carpets will come
& fine Passenger Elevator, which will |
enable my customers, and especially
the ladies, to inspect my stock without
any trouble. L. ROONEY,
sep2, tf 83 & 85U p-stairs.
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From the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun September 28, 1879. Clipping from Georgia Historic
Newspapers (GALILEO)



