
Today in Columbus History: 

On Tuesday, October 4, 1874, the Columbus Daily Enquirer announced that Hiram Middlebrook ran “The 
Oldest Business House in Columbus.” This was the first of at least two biographical sketches of him. The 
other was in the Biographical Souvenir of the States of Georgia and Florida from 1889. According to both, 
he was born in New York, reared in Connecticut, and moved to Columbus in 1834.  

The Biographical Souvenir adds several more details about him. It mentions his parents Samuel 
Middlebrook and Jerusha Mills, and his wife, Clara E. Hand. It says that he had opened a saddle, harness, 
and shoe shop in Wilmington, North Carolina in 1826, prior to his move to Columbus. It also says that he 
was the oldest Mason in the state of Georgia. He took the first degree in 1822 in Bridgeport, Connecticut 
then the chapter and council degrees in 1823. He took the commandery degrees in Columbus in 1858, 
where he was eminent commander for twenty years.  

He is also mentioned several times in John Martin’s book, Columbus, Geo. From Its Selection as a “Trading 
Town” in 1827, to Its Partial Destruction by Wilson’s Raid, in 1865. Middlebrook was one of the anti-Van 
Buren mechanics that gathered in 1840, a victim of the Great Fire of 1847, treasurer of the Independent 
Home Guard in 1863 and in the appendix under the History of Masonry in Columbus.  

Principally a saddle and harness maker, he offered a much wider variety of goods in his 1835 
advertisement for H. Middlebrook and Co. His business went through several changes, and he had 
different business partners over the years. In the 1840’s, he was a partner with William Wade until their 
dissolution in 1849 and Wade’s retirement in 1853. He was with William Morrison and S. H. Heard who 
manufactured the saddles in Connecticut and constituted the “Co.” until 1869, we he bought them out. 
Jesse J. Bradford succeeded him briefly in 1875, but it didn’t work out. Bradford suffered from 
consumption that eventually killed him in 1878. His younger brother, Mark A. Bradford took over from 
Middlebrook in 1877 who remained with the saddle shop as each man took over. Middlebrook didn’t 
retire until 1886. 

He should not be confused with another Hiram Middlebrooks of Harris Co., who was born about 1863. The 
Hiram of this story is enumerated in the 1840 census of Columbus as a free white male between 30 and 
40, along with a free white female between 20 and 30 and another free white male between 20 and 30. 
The female may be his wife, Clara, but there is no way to tell for sure. This would be the only time she 
shows up in a Columbus census. It looks like she lived in Connecticut for most of their marriage.  She 
appears in the Guilford, Connecticut censuses of 1850, 1860, 1870 and 1880.  She died there on June 10, 
1884.  

In contrast, Hiram Middlebrook may have spilt his time between Georgia and Connecticut. He was 
enumerated in Guilford, Connecticut census of 1850 and then the Columbus censuses of 1860, 1870, and 
1880. He was double counted in 1860 and 1880 as he is also listed in Guilford, Connecticut those years, as 
well.  

Middlebrook remained healthy until shortly before his death at age of eighty-seven. The Columbus Daily 
Enquirer-Sun of February 2, 1888, first noted that he took ill the day before with what appeared to be a 
stroke in the office of the Central Hotel, where he lived. The newspaper gave an update on February 3 
saying he was better, but chances were against recovery. On February 4, it said he was very much 
improved. Finally, it reported on his death the day before on February 14, 1888. 



His Muscogee County will left his considerable estate to a sister, and several nephews and nieces in New 
York and Connecticut. For comparison, $1 in 1888 would be worth almost $29, today, making his bequests 
of $18,000 worth over half a million dollars. 

Hiram Middlebrook lived in a hotel, so he had no grand home for us to admire. He also had no children, 
so there are no descendants to remember him. He has a very nice monument at Linwood Cemetery, but 
the stone has some errors. His date of death is off a year. It says 1887 instead of 1888. It also says that he 
is a native of Bridgeport, Connecticut. As mentioned earlier, he was apparently born in New York. 

Compiled by Daniel A. Bellware, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 

Our weekly snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic and 
may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to share them 
with the group.  

 

 

A portion of an article announcing the of “The Oldest Business House in Columbus” from the Columbus 
Daily Enquirer, October 4, 1874, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 



 

Ad for Middlebrook from the 1873-74 Haddock’s City Directory, https://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/chat/ccd/pdfs/dir-
columbus1873-74.pdf 

 

Early Middlebrook ad, note the wide variety of goods offered, from the Columbus Daily Enquirer, June 5, 
1835, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 

 



 

Photo of Hiram Middlebrook’s grave at Linwood Cemetery (Daniel Bellware). Note that his death date is 
off by year (he died in 1888, not 1887) He was also a native of New York. 

 

 

Meeting notices for Hiram Middlebrook’s funeral from the Columbus Daily Enquirer Sun Feb 14, 1888, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 



 

Ad for H. Middlebrook close to the time of the article from the Columbus Daily Enquirer, October 15, 1874. 
Note that Mark A. Bradford has left W. R. Kent, a competing saddle shop, to work with Middlebrook.  
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 

 

Ad for J. J. Bradford showing that Hiram Middlebrook and Mark A. Bradford were working with him, from 
the Columbus Daily Enquirer, October 13, 1875, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 


