
 

Today in Columbus History:  

On October 21, 1857, a story appeared in the Daily Sun entitled “A Serious Affair” reporting on an incident 
between James L. Garrard and Cicero McBryde wherein McBryde was on the receiving end of some very 
serious knife wounds. The reason for the difficulty is never explained, but several possibilities come to 
mind. Was it honor, money or possibly a girl? As the story goes, Garrard tracked down McBryde at his 
room at the corner of Broad and Bryan (Broadway and 13th), threatened to kill him and then did his best to 
follow through.  

Garrard retreated to his own room and threatened to shoot anyone who tried to arrest him. The original 
story ends there but Garrard’s does not. He surrendered to Sheriff Brooks the next day and was booked on 
charges, to be tried in the next session of the Superior court. It is not clear if he posted bond or was let out 
for some other reason. On the same day that the Superior Court next met, Garrard was involved in 
another, more violent confrontation on the streets of Columbus. On November 2, 1857, Garrard and a 
woman were found bleeding on the sidewalk. The woman was dead, with a stab wound to the heart. 
Garrard had multiple stab wounds from a bowie knife, apparently self-inflicted. He was alive when found 
but not expected to survive. Garrard succumbed to his wounds shortly thereafter. 

Garrard’s mother lived in Chattahoochee County, but he lived in Columbus with and his brother Alfred. 
Alfred died of consumption less than two years after his brother. The family had both Alfred and James 
buried in Linwood Cemetery. 

The Columbus Enquirer of November 10, 1857, described Garrard’s female victim, Susan Brown, as a 
“Cyprian” by profession. If the meaning of term escapes you, another article in the Daily Sun describing 
her as “a woman of easy virtue” should clear that up. The term was popular in England prior to 1820, 
during the Regency Period.  At that time, it referred to a high-class prostitute. It may have been 
popularized by Harriett Wilson, a famous courtesan who threw a “Cyprian’s Ball” in London where fellow 
courtesans could find benefactors. The meaning may have loosened up a bit in the intervening years and 
was rarely used in Columbus. Why Cyprian? Cyprus was the homeland of Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of 
love.    

 Although seriously injured, Cicero McBryde survived the attack and went on to marry Doratha Feagan in 
Russell County, Alabama in 1870. Cicero and D.A., as she was known, show up in the 1880 census in Seale, 
Alabama. However, Cicero died two years later of meningitis and is buried in the McBryde Cemetery in 
Talbot County, Georgia. Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
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Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 

Our weekly snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic and 
may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to share them 
with the group.  

 



  

Article from the Columbus Daily Sun October 21, 1879, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/ 

  

Article from the Columbus Daily Sun, October 22, 1857, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/  



  

Article from the Columbus Enquirer, November 10, 1857, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/ 

  

The Cyprian’s Ball at the Argyle Rooms by Robert Cruikshank, http://www.regencylookingglass.com/2018/07/beau-
brummell-and-famous-snubs.html 

   

 

 


