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Happy 125th Birthday Louise Huff! 

Many people don’t realize that Columbus had a pair of silent film star sisters in the early days of motion 
pictures. Louise and Justina Huff graced the silver screen between 1913 and 1922. The younger sister 
Louise was born in Columbus on November 14, 1895. The girls were the children of Thomas Daniel (T.D.) 
Huff and Lucinda Salisbury. Lucinda was the daughter of Colonel William L. Salisbury, banker, alderman 
and owner of the Columbus Enquirer. Their father, T.D. Huff, was the city editor at the Enquirer who 
wrote the story that eventually led to Salisbury’s murder in 1878.  

Louise moved to New York with her family by 1908. After their father died in 1910, the girls had to find 
ways to make ends meet. Louise found employment in a touring theater company. One of their stops 
was in her hometown at the Springer Opera House in the play Graustark: A Love Behind A Throne on 
Christmas Day, 1911. Louise had two roles in the play – Theresa, maid to the princess and Countess 
Ysabel. She left the theater after touring the country in a production of Ben Hur in 1912. Louise made 
over 70 films between 1913 and 1922 and sister Justina made over 40 films between 1913 and 1916. In 
the latter half of her career, Louise was often paired with Jack Pickford, the brother of silent super star 
Mary Pickford. Most of Huff sisters’ movies are “lost,” but a handful of Louise’s have survived. She 
ended her career on the Broadway stage in 1924.  

In 1914, Louise married Edgar Jones, an actor and director at the Lubin Co. where Louise and Justina 
made many of their films. In the movie The Vagaries of Fate, Louise and Edgar play a couple of 
newlyweds in the lead roles of a kidnapping drama. The couple married on January 27, 1914 and the film 
was released on February 6, 1914.  This short movie (about 14 minutes) is one of her few surviving films 
and can be watched online here: https://mc3betzwood.wordpress.com/betzwood-films/the-vagaries-of-
fate/ 

The couple had one child, Mary Louise in 1915. They divorced and Louise married Edwin Stillman, 
president of the Watson-Stillman Hydraulic Co. in 1920. Mary Louise lived with them while this union 
added children William in 1920 and Nancy in 1922.  

Louise gave up film in 1922 for the Broadway stage. She appeared in two shows Mary the Third in 1923 
and The New Englander in 1924, retiring afterwards. The family lived in New York City at 155 East 72nd 
Street, on the Upper East Side for decades. In retirement, she was a director of the Friends of the 
Theater and Music Collection at the Museum of the City of New York. 

Although she lived most of her life in New York City, Louise was not forgotten in Columbus. Her obituary 
appeared in both the Columbus Enquirer and Columbus Ledger in August 1973. For more on Louise and 
Justina, see Those Huff Girls: Darlings of the Early Silver Screen in the Fall 2016 issue of Muscogiana at: 
https://csuepress.columbusstate.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1058&context=muscogiana 

Daniel A. Bellware 



 

A “magic lantern” slide, used to project advertising on the screen between movies. The black & white 
slides were hand-colored for added impact. Courtesy of the Columbus Museum 
https://columbusmuseum.pastperfectonline.com/webobject/DBBA7A46-D410-43AA-9C32-
356965934910 

 

 

Screen grab from The Vagaries of Fate (1914) showing Louise with her real-life newlywed husband Edgar 
Jones. https://mc3betzwood.wordpress.com/betzwood-films/the-vagaries-of-fate/ 



 

From 100 years ago - November 1920 Photoplay magazine from 
https://archive.org/details/photoplay1819chic/page/n555/mode/2up 

 

 

Columbus Enquirer January 3, 1916, Courtesy of the Columbus Public Library Microfilm Collection 



 

Columbus Ledger December 24, 1911, Courtesy of the Columbus Public Library Microfilm Collection 

 

Columbus Ledger December 22, 1911, Courtesy of the Columbus Public Library Microfilm Collection 

 


