Today in Columbus History:

On December 2, 1881, a story appeared in the Daily Columbus Enquirer-Sun entitled “Supposed Murderer,
Of the Walker Brothers Arrested at Union Springs” that tells how the suspicious behavior of Frank Haynes
got him arrested for the heinous triple murder of the sons of J. P. Walker of Russell County, Alabama —a
murder he didn’t commit. Haynes made the mistake of striking up a conversation with Maj. John A. Colvin
on the train from Fort Mitchell to Troy, Alabama.

You may recall Maj. Colvin as the husband and brother-in-law of the partners Mrs. Colvin and Miss
Donnelly, milliners of Columbus (Today in Columbus History Oct. 14). The city was abuzz with news of the
grisly ax-murder of Russell County residents Wilburn, Alonzo and William Walker near Aberdeen,
Mississippi. In fact, a story on the front page of the December 2, 1881 Daily Columbus Enquirer-Sun
entitled “The Murder of Mr. J. P. Walker's Sons - - Additional Particulars” provided an update on the case
that very same day. It was a follow up to the first report on November 30 entitled “Tripple [sic] Tragedy,
Three Brothers Sleeping the Slumber of Death, In a Bed of Blood! Horrible Fate of the Walker Brothers.”

James Phillip (J. P.) Walker was a well-known resident of Russell County. He was a farmer, county
commissioner and apparently judge, who along with his wife Georgia Ann Richardson, raised their nine
children in Uchee. In 1881, J. P. decided to relocate to Arkansas. Prior to that relocation, he entrusted three
of his sons with some valuable property to transport to Arkansas ahead of the family. That decision
resulted in the untimely deaths of the young men. One by one, Alonzo, age 14; William, age 19 and
Wilburn, age 26; were struck in the head with a hatchet they had brought with them from Alabama. Only
Wilburn, the last to die, was awake when he was killed.

On December 4, the Enquirer-Sun reported the release of Frank Haynes, as they had no cause to detain
him. However, the paper stated, “from the many conflicting stories, and general inconsistency of his
assertions it was evident to those who conversed with him that he was guilty of some crime.” The
authorities were already tracking down the true culprits. The December 6 £nquirer-Sun reported that an
accomplice, William Miller had given the entire story to the authorities after his capture.

The Walkers supposedly carried a large sum of money and Miller was promised $200 for his help in taking
it. However, Miller never received his share. Instead, he provided enough information for the authorities
to find Robert Jones, the actual murderer. News of Jones' capture arrived in Columbus on Christmas Eve.
On Christmas day, Columbus residents read that Jones had made a full confession. Both men went to the
gallows on March 3, 1882.

Tragedy followed the Walker family to Arkansas. Only a few months after the hanging of Jones and Miller,
J. P. Walker, father of the murdered boys found himself in a deadly dispute. He and William Snoddy shared
the ownership of a mill in Goodwin, Arkansas. The men disagreed on how to divide the assets of the
partnership and decided to settle it with guns. Snoddy shot Walker first, in the stomach with a pistol.
Walker returned fire with a shot gun to the chest. Snoddy died instantly and Walker lingered until the
following day. Some of the widow Walker's relatives went out to Arkansas to bring her home to Russell
County, but she remained in Arkansas with several of her surviving children.



The violent history of the Walker family does not end there. A fifth member of the family, James Torbet
Walker, another son of James Phillip Walker was shot and killed in 1894. He was a deputy sheriff in
Goodwin, Arkansas at the time. He was looking for some local criminals including one Owen Henley, in
particular. Henley heard that Walker was after him and armed himself for the encounter. Afterward, Henley
was able to make a case for self-defense and was acquitted of Walker's murder.

Compiled by Daniel A. Bellware, Muscogee Genealogical Society
Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO).

Our weekly snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic and
may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to share them
with the group.

BUPFOBEL MURDEHER

—
Of the Walkar Brothers Arresied al
Union Bpringe.

Wedneaday uflarnoon s young mAD of
pleasing address, wearing & good business
suiil. boarded the Mohlle & Glisld passn-
gertrain atl Fort Mitehell, Alabama, Ha
tonk & aeal near Msjor John A, Colvin and
hegsn & eonversation, which partislly led
io bis arres’. Ha tald the major that he
wan from Welumpka, Alabama; that be
biad &l his horee whano wiihio fivre mll es
of Colambus ; thet he iniended o go o
Fiarlda, but had missed the boai st Colum -
pnamnd was then an his way Lo Troy, Ala=
bama, irom which place he ®wablad Lo go Lo
ihe Land of Flowesrs, He contradicted him-
self peveral timea and eould nol give ARy
pensnn for walking to Fort Milchell 1o order
o g® on the lraln

It srems Lthers were parties who Lhought
bhe was grllty of the marder of the Medars
Waker near Aberdesn, Miap, nod when his
psonvermstion with Major Calvin, wilh all
af lis Ipeomslstencss, wers made known It
wasresslved 1o heve him wrresied, or sl
jessl m wiich kep! npnn hilsactions, When
the traln resched 8 ale the officers of Unlon
Mpringse were lelegraphed to " epol’ Lhe
men. Home snpposed him to be the man
w i II_IlnF'l'] thea Walker pl-”r In thelr 'Irlp
weat, At U'nlon Spricgs the marshal of Lhe
town boarded the iraln, urresied the man
apd ronveysd him Lo the loek-up, Hagave
hinpame s Frank Haynes, He |astlil con-
Aned, awaltlng lariher develgpmants,

Frank Haynes apprehended for the murder of J. P. Walker's three sons, Daily Columbus Enquirer-Sun,
December 2, 1881, https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/.




Grave of the three murder victims, Wilburn, Alonzo and William Walker, buried together in the Walker
Williamson Cemetery, Uchee, Russell County, AL. From FindAGrave.com.

The Aarder of Hr. J. P. Walker's Sons
=-Additionnl fartioalars,

Special to the Memphis Appeal,)

ABERDEEN, M1gs., Nov. 28 —Per-
haps the most horrible massacre that
ever stauined the anpals of Mississip-
i, was efferted three miles from here
Haturday npight, in the murder of
Wilburn A. Walker, Alonzo R, Wal-
ker and a third party not known.
On Baturday an emigrant train, con-
siating of aspring wagon, a covered
road wagon and sulky, and party
conslsting of four men, were seen
passing through our little city, No
more was Lhought of Lthe weary trav-
Sl elers until Bunday night about dark,
1| when the whole community was
sliocked from centre to circum ferenca
al the announcement that three of
the party bad been foully murdered,

OMeers and a large posse left im-
medistely for the scene, three miles
west of here, where they found the
party bod camped, The horses and
.| mules were tied up, nickering, and
four houndsa howling, On a mal-
=| tresa near lny the mutilated remains
of three men, or rmther two men and
nere boy, wome fourteen years old.
They had evidently all retired, and
- | these three were asleep when the
fourthh wrose, and with an ax and
rapid blows with the hlade, success-
ively killed the three by striking
euch a full blow on the head, leaving
o most frightful gash.

Denth was instantaneous, as the
cover over them was not in the least
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This update to the story appeared on the front page of the Daily Columbus Enquirer-Sun on December 2,
1881.
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TRIPPI.E THIGEIIY

THRER BROTH!RB BLIIPINU
THE SLUMBER OF DEATH

——

In & Bed of Blood |

‘_’—.——
Horrible rnte of the Wnlnr Bro'hers.

. —ll— —

Aboulnsix mlm m-t of Hntehoeuubhoo..l
alittle pluce eallsd Uchee, lived & rospecis-
ble and we!l-to-do tarmer, Mr, J, ¥, Walker,
He had & very luteresting famlly around
Lim, and, for thelr benefll, decided he would
go outlo the fertile lands of the west, Ao-
cordiugly he sold most of his properiy, ex-

i Shat smbial. assld ha asavaniastile
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Triple Tragedy from the Daily Columbus Enquirer-Sun November 30, 1881, page 4.

Grave of James Phillip Walker in Forrest City Cemetery, Forrest City , Arkansas from FindAGrave.com.
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The Supposed Murderer of the Walker
Brethers set at Liberiy.

Yesterday the authoritles of Unlon |
Springs, Ala,, concluded, as there was no
one 1o Appear agalnst the accusad, and but
little cause for his detention, Lo release
Frank Haynes. It will be remembered by
our readers that this was the man arrested | '
on wednesday afternoon on the Mobile and
Girard raiiroad passenger train at Union
Springs. He was thought to ba the mur-
derer of the Walker brothers near Abera.|'
deen, Miss,, about a week since,

From the many conflicting stories, and |'
general Inconsistency of his assertions it
was evident to those who conversed with
bhim that he was gullty of some crime, but |
a8 1o whbat none could surmise, When ar-
rested he was very cool, and made no re-
sistence or objectiou, golng quietly to the
lock-up with the marshal, We understand
that during the three days and a half of his
confilnement he made no remark that
would serve asa clueas to from what or
whom he was fleeing. He displaysd no un-
arslness, buit quletly abided the conge-
guences and meekly awaited the will of the | !
authorities. There was no ground for his
arrest, other than surpicion based on his |
conflicting asse-tions, but no doubt the of- | |
ficer did his duty in placing him In cus-

tody.
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Frank Haynes released from custody (though evident that he was guilty of some crime). From the Daily
Columbus Enquirer, December 4, 1881.
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Will Bemain in Arkansas,

Mr.John A, Richardson and Mr. Griflln
haveéreturned from Arkansas, where they
went to persunde Mrs. J I' Walker to return
to Alabama, They fouud her so well sit-
uated with her sons, and getting along so
well, that upon consultation with her it
whas deoided that it would perhaps be better
for her to reinaln, It will be remembered
that she is the mother of the three brothers
who were murdered and the wildow of Mr,
J P Walker,who was killed a short time
ago,
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Despite the murder of her husband and three sons, Mrs. Walker stays in Arkansas, July 14, 1882, Daily
Columbus Enquirer-Sun.



THE FIFTH WALKER MURDER.

Four Sons and thé Father Have Been
€lain.

Hatchechubbee, Ala., March 9.--(Special.)—
The murder of James Walker, at Forest
City, Ark., makes the fourth son of Judge
J. P. Walker who has met his death at
the hand of the assassin. Judge Walker
left this county in 1882 and went to Arkan-
pas. He eent three of his sons through the
country with some valuable stock. They
were murdered in the outskirts of Aberdeen,
Miss.. and robbed by a white fiend and a
neg-o accomplice. Judge Walker offered
a reward of 3500, and the brutes were ar-
rested, convicted and hanged.

The judge was Limself murdered at his
home In Arkansas !n 1885, by a man whom
Judge Walker had befriended when all
others had Jdeserted him. The family were
among the best people of this county. Judge
Walker's removal to Arkansas has almost
annihllated the male members of the fam-
{ly. They were all quiet, unassuming men
and boys. Mr. J. C. Walker, the only sur-
viving son, resides at Uchee, Ala.

Story about the murder of James Torbet Walker in March 1894, from FindAGrave.com. Several of the facts
stated in this article were incorrect. The elder James Walker was murdered in 1882, not 1885. Brothers
George, Robert and Ocie survived in addition to John C. Walker after the younger James met his fate.
Although not credited on FindAGrave, this article appears to be the one printed in the Atlanta Constitution
on March 10, 1894.



