
 

Today in Columbus History:  

On December 9, 1881, a story appeared in the Daily Columbus Enquirer-Sun entitled “Steamer Sunk, The 
Steamer T. H. Moore Strikes a Rock and Finds a Watery Grave, No Lives Lost” providing the third piece of 
major news in recent weeks for the People’s Line of steamers in Columbus. The ship was on its way back 
from Apalachicola, Florida when it was flagged down near Wright’s Landing about twenty-five miles south 
of Columbus. After picking up a passenger, an eddy caught the stern of the boat and smashed the bow 
against Betton’s Rock, knocking a two-foot hole in the hull. The passengers disembarked safely before the 
steamer sank in twenty feet of water on the Georgia side of the river.  

William Struppa, the steamboat’s clerk secured a mule and rode on for help. When news of the wreck 
reached Columbus, the Caddo Belle and its captain Charles Klink hurriedly left to provide whatever aid 
possible. It reached the scene of the accident about 7:30 p.m. after the two- and half-hour trip. Captain 
Klink was able to provide supper to the castaways who had been stranded since about 7a.m. 

This disaster came on the heels of the sinking of the flagship of the People’s Line in Columbus, the G. 
Gunby Jordan, several weeks before on the Flint River near Bainbridge, Georgia. Thankfully, the Line had 
just bought the Chattahoochee which was near completion in Pittsburgh about the same time that the G. 
Gunby Jordan went down. The Chattahoochee would be the only steel hulled steamboat on the river that 
would hopefully increase the longevity of the boat.  

The T. H. Moore was a relatively new ship. She was built by well-known local boat builder, J. C. Blain in 
Columbus for $12,000 and made her maiden voyage on November 28,1878. The boat was thoroughly 
repaired at a cost of $3,000 only a few months before. She had a capacity of 700 bales of cotton but had 
only 365 aboard when she wrecked, along with a large cargo of 63 barrels of oysters, 48 boxes of oranges, 
30 barrels of syrup, and 20 barrels of fish. She also carried about thirty-five passengers. 

The ship was named for the general agent of the People’s Line, Thomas Henry Moore. Moore’s brother, 
William R. Moore was the captain the ship and his brother-in-law, William Struppa was the ship’s clerk. The 
Moore family had a history of in the Columbus steamboat industry. Their father, Randolph Benton Moore 
came to Columbus in 1836 as the engineer of the steamer Osceola. He married their mother, Martha Love 
Forsyth, in Columbus in August 1845.  Randolph left steamships for the grocery business in 1870 before 
dying in 1880. He is buried in Linwood Cemetery along with his wife who died in 1876.  

 Thomas H. Moore married Ella Butler in Jackson County, Florida in 1874. The couple had six children, four 
sons and two daughters. The family left Columbus for Montgomery, Alabama in the winter of 1886. Moore 
captained steamboats in Alabama and Georgia and retained the title for the rest of his life. He eventually 
gave up steamboats and became interested in ice manufacturing. He had interests in several ice-making 
plants including Montgomery, Alabama, Apalachicola, Florida and Havana, Cuba. He died in Montgomery 
in January 1922. At the time of his death Moore owned ice plants in Panama City, Florida, Waycross, 
Georgia and Dothan, Alabama. 
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Our weekly snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic and 
may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to share them 
with the group.  

 

The steamship T. H. Moore sinks, Daily Columbus Enquirer-Sun, December 9, 1881, 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 



 

People’s Line ad listing Steamers G. Gunby Jordan and T.H. Moore with Captain T. H. Moore as agent, Daily 
Columbus Enquirer-Sun, January 7, 1879. https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 



 

The sinking of the G. Gunby Jordan of the People’s Line, from the Bainbridge, Georgia Weekly Democrat, 
November 3, 1881. https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 



 

News that Captain Moore received word the newest steamer for the People’s Line from the Daily 
Columbus Enquirer-Sun, November 5, 1881. https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu/. 

 

Steamboats at Columbus, Georgia. Courtesy of the State Library and Archives of Florida, 
https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/41217 

 



 

The Tinsie Moore of the People’s Line in Montgomery, Alabama where T. H. Moore was General Manager 
in the 1890’s. Alabama Department of Archives and History. 
https://digital.archives.alabama.gov/digital/collection/photo/id/6148/ 

 

 

1870 census for Muscogee County showing Moore family Benton R. Moore, Engineer, Steam Boat, William 
R. Moore, Book keeper, Steam Boat, Thomas H. Moore Clerk, Steam Boat, from FamilySearch.org 



 

Lithograph by Francis De Laporte showing a scene that would be familiar to Randolph Benton Moore 
when he arrived in Columbus to work on the river. Courtesy of the Columbus Museum - The lower portion 
of the print shows the Columbus riverfront in spring of 1838. Constructed in 1832 by John Godwin and 
Horace King, the bridge depicted was the first to ever cross the Chattahoochee. Shown at the wharf is the 
steamer Hyperion, which had been attacked by American Indians during the Creek War of 1836. The other 
two views show Milledgeville, which was then the state capitol, and Macon.  


