Today in Columbus History: Mention was made in the May 9, 1855, issue of The Columbus
Times and Sentinel Tri-Weekly of strawberries grown by Charles A. Peabody, editor of “The
Soil of the South,” a well-known horticultural/agricultural newspaper that was published in
Columbus (1851 — 1856). Peabody (born Connecticut in 1810) was the uncle of famous
American philanthropist George Foster Peabody. The Peabodys had moved to Columbus in
the early 1830s; Charles actually lived in Russell County, AL, where he pursued his passion
for horticulture — experimenting with a wide variety of fruits, flowers and crops. Peabody’s
Hautbois Strawberries were one of his best-known creations. They were shipped as far away
as New York City — and always received rave reviews. The accident referred to in the article
happened in March 1855, when Charles was thrown from his buggy.
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Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or addjtional information, feel free to
share them with the group.

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO).
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu

Peoxias axp StrawBeERRIEs.—Mr. Chares A. Pesbody,
of the Soil of the Soutk, has overwhelmed us with good
things this week. Wae have before us a large bazket brim-
mung with great, luseious Strawberries, and three magnifi-
cent Paxonias, twice as large arnd 23 doubled, and one
variety of which emits as fiae a perfuma, asthe finest rose
that blooms.

We are very happy to leara that Mr. Peabody has qmte
r recovered from his recent injuries, and that the Searlet Fe-
' ver has pearly disappeared from his premises. We may
therefure hope that hereafter the market wiil be constant! v
supplied with his delicious fruit.
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