
Today in Columbus History: On Tuesday, May 11, 1852, an ad appeared in The Columbus 
Enquirer for 3 new waltzes, available from Truax, Marble & Co., a music store on Broad that 
sold and repaired pianos and sold sheet music in conjunction with J.W. Pease’s bookstore. 
The business, established by 1851, was owned by John L. Truax and William S. Marble. Truax 
was a musician who had been born in New York in 1827. Marble, born 1816, was from New 
Hampshire. Marble died in Columbus in January 1853 of consumption; he’s buried in 
Linwood Cemetery in an unmarked grave. Truax moved from Columbus, ending up in 
Indiana, where he died in 1905. He had around 20 compositions published in his lifetime. A 
copy of his “Robin Waltz,” is housed in the Dartmouth College Library. Miss Jane Ware, to 
whom it was dedicated, was a member of a prominent Columbus family; in later life she was 
the secretary of the Ladies’ Memorial Association. CSU Archives owns a copy of Truax’s 
“Wide Awake Waltz.” 

BTW: The ad says “The Tallahassee Waltz” was written by an amateur professor. That person 
was actually Bonaventure Rudolph Lignoski, a native of Poland, who was operating his own 
music store in LaGrange, GA in the early 1850s. 

Compiled by Callie McGinnis, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 
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