
Today in Columbus History: On Monday, May 11, 1855, an ad for the Rock Island Paper Mill 
appeared in the Daily Sun. This business had been established in 1849 on an island in the 
Chattahoochee River, upriver from Columbus, near the Alabama shore. John Gano Winter, a 
wealthy New Yorker and a group of associates were the owners. Winter was probably the 
wealthiest man in Columbus; at one time he lent the city of Columbus $30,000 out of his 
own pocket! An abolitionist, Winter returned to New York during the Civil War and came 
back to Columbus only after the war had ended – in a coffin. He’s buried in Linwood 
Cemetery. The mill was destroyed by Wilson after the Battle of Columbus. A detailed 
account of the Rock Island Paper Mill was written by Jesse Williams for Muscogiana. 

Compiled by Callie McGinnis, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 

 

 



 

 

 

 


