Today in Columbus History: On Wednesday, May 14, 1845, an ad appeared in 7The Columbus
Enquirer for the sale of land parcels in Russell and Barbour Counties — over 3,000 acres
belonging to one Cullen Battle, a physician from North Carolina, who moved to Alabama
after the Indian Removal, by way of Hancock County, Georgia. He settled first in Eufaula, but
then moved to Russell County, where in 1860 he owned around 2,900 acres of land and had
111 slaves. Many Columbus-area African Americans named “Battle” had ancestors who were
enslaved on the Battle plantation. They took the surname “Battle” because that is where

they were from; they were not all related. Dr. Battle died in 1879 and is buried in Shorter
Cemetery, Eufaula. Of his children, 3 survived to adulthood. His daughter married John Gill

Short, Governor of Alabama, one son became a major general in the C.S.A,, and another son
became president of Mercer University.

Compiled by Callie McGinnis, Muscogee Genealogical Society

Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic

and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or addjtional information, feel free to
share them with the group.

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO).
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu
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