
Today in Columbus History: On Tuesday, May 16, 1854, a death notice for a little girl 
appeared in The Weekly Times and Sentinel. The child was Ann Matheson, about 7 years of 
age, who had died of brain fever. Ann was the daughter of William Matheson, a Scotsman 
who had come to Columbus in 1845 to take over his deceased uncle’s business. His uncle 
was one George Smith, also a Scot, who had a thriving plastering business in Columbus in 
the 1830s - 40s. Smith was a very wealthy man; he died in 1841. The details of William 
Matheson’s interesting story are attached.  

Compiled by Callie McGinnis, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 
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This article appeared in Vol. 23, No.2 (Spring 2019) of "Linwood Legacy," the newsletter of 
the Historic Linwood Foundation. 



 

 

 

 


