
Today in Columbus History: On Wednesday, May 19, 1858, The Daily Sun announced D.P. 
Ellis’s “Silver Enterprise” – basically, a raffle. In a few days, Ellis came out with an 
announcement that “due to “circumstances beyond my control,” he was postponing the 
enterprise until June 26. Curiously, there was no follow-up in the paper regarding the 
winners. D. P. was actually Davenport Phelps Ellis, born in 1814 in New York. By 1839 he had 
moved to Columbus, where he opened an auction house. He married Martha Osborne in 
1848. The family lived in Wynnton from the 1850s till the 1870s, but then moved to Atlanta. 
Martha died there in 1883 and D.P., in 1886. They are both buried in Atlanta’s historic 
Oakland Cemetery. BTW, D.P. had a brother named Roswell Ellis who married Lizzie 
Rutherford, the woman credited with starting Confederate Memorial Day. 
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Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 

 



 

The ad lists a "silver eperque," originally purchased for $1,000.00. No doubt referring to an 
"epergne" -- a large table centerpiece with containers for flowers, food or candles. Here's a 
picture of an antique silver epergne. (Wikipedia). 

 

 


