Today in Columbus History: On Wednesday, May 19, 1858, 7he Daily Sun announced D.P.
Ellis’s “Silver Enterprise” — basically, a raffle. In a few days, Ellis came out with an
announcement that “due to “circumstances beyond my control,” he was postponing the
enterprise until June 26. Curiously, there was no follow-up in the paper regarding the
winners. D. P. was actually Davenport Phelps Ellis, born in 1814 in New York. By 1839 he had
moved to Columbus, where he opened an auction house. He married Martha Osborne in
1848. The family lived in Wynnton from the 1850s till the 1870s, but then moved to Atlanta.
Martha died there in 1883 and D.P., in 1886. They are both buried in Atlanta’s historic
Oakland Cemetery. BTW, D.P. had a brother named Roswell Ellis who married Lizzie
Rutherford, the woman credited with starting Confederate Memorial Day.
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Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or addjtional information, feel free to
share them with the group.

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO).
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu

" SILVER GIFT ENTERPRISE.
DRAWS 46th MAY NEXT.

BESIDH& many veeful and valuable prizes ln

my Bcheme, the following prizes ure especial
ly desirable

1 Silver Eperque, (cost originally $1,000,)... $500
1 Vipe Gold Bepeating Wailch..oosmmsrsnenss 010
1 Fino Mugic Caso Watih...coonveuresessimmiossssans 244
1 Rosewood Plano(eost 850).. .. iasismmsisss-480
] 511\1.[‘ .l.‘.‘--llh.:r url.h.....uun FPEEEEEEEAAR R iR R ulu
1 Mochanien]l CIotK ... .o ooressssssss sntassisssss sossse D
1 Silver Dish, with cover...... s 146
2 Silver Dishes, with covers, (each $110,)......220
1 Bt Knglish plnlwl Digh COVETR. .oocuereiessnie L1
H i"lhlt ll‘\ e HLHI-I(I-!- I:l‘l-h iu‘d'j' -Iiiil-l“
1 Lndy's Gold Houting Case “nh.h. i ssaes
1 Silver Butter Stand.,. IFTEPUTRTE M AP, |
2 Silver Caku Ihl“ulnwlt h j...:,}.... i i ‘.I.Hl

2 Bllver Plichers, (ench 270,).cccvn cinieisnssase 180
212 Valuable Prizes, (no trinkets, j
TICKET:S FIVE MOLLARKE.
Bend in your orders soon, a8 there will be no post-
ponement, b, P. ELLIB,
Coiumbus, April 27-td Manager,



The ad lists a "silver eperque,” originally purchased for $1,000.00. No doubt referring to an
"epergne" -- a large table centerpiece with containers for flowers, food or candles. Here's a
picture of an antique silver epergne. (Wikipedia).



