
Today in Columbus History: On Tuesday, May 21, 1850, The Columbus Times reported the 
sudden death of Ann Foster Pierce, wife of renowned Methodist minister Rev. Dr. Lovick 
Pierce. Pierce is often referred to as the patriarch of Southern Methodism; many Columbus 
families named their sons after him. He had studied medicine and for a brief period 
practiced that profession in N.C. Pierce put that aside and concentrated on his religious 
calling, coming to Columbus in the mid-1830s, where he became pastor for St. Luke in 1836. 
A few years later, he built a small house near what is now Wynnton Road. That property was 
sold to William Waters Garrard, who expanded the residence; it was later known as “Hilton,” 
which is now merely a ruin thanks to a devastating fire. Pierce also served as pastor at St. 
Paul Methodist Church. In May 2018, Jack Schley wrote a detailed piece on the Rev. Pierce 
in Southern Views Magazine: https://soviewsmag.squarespace.com/.../rev-dr-lovick-pierce. 

Compiled by Callie McGinnis, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 

 



 

Portrait from Jack Schley's article in "Southern Views," May 2018. 

 

Portrait of Rev. Dr. Lovick Pierce from Findagrave. 

 


