
Today in Columbus History: On June 5, 1851, the following ad appeared in the Southern 
Sentinel for the Coweta Falls Factory, a textile mill that had been established in 1844 by John 
H. Howard and Josephus Echols. Coweta Falls produced cotton, but it also produced wool 
and woolen blends. The mill was asking local farmers to bring in their wool; they were 
looking for 50,000 pounds of wool! That was going to be a hard order to fill. The 1850 
Agricultural Census for Muscogee Co. showed only 1534 pounds of wool; Russell Co. AL was 
higher, with 9903. Still, that total is only around 11,500. The mill would need wool from 
neighboring counties to make up for the difference: 34,500 pounds. Coweta Falls Factory 
was burned and destroyed by Gen. Wilson’s Union troops in 1865. George Parker Swift and 
other industrialists bought the property and built Muscogee Manufacturing on the site. 
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Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 

 



 

 

James Arent, with 868 pounds of wool, was the largest wool producer in either Russell or 
Muscogee Co.,1850. Samuel Moore, his neighbor, produced 106. In Muscogee Co., top 
producers were John Wooolfolk, with 225 and John Duncan and James H. Jones, each with 
100. 

 

 

 


