
Today in Columbus History: On June 6, 1855, in The Times and Sentinel Tri-Weekly, J.W. 
Pease, bookseller, had an ad for a new book: Inez, A Tale of the Alamo. It had been 
published that year by Harper & Brothers, but there was no author listed. Turns out, the 
author was a young Columbus-born woman who'd started writing the novel at the age of 15 
– having it published when she was just 20 years old. Her first published work! And who was 
this mystery writer? None other than renown 19th century fiction-writer Augusta Jane Evans 
(later Wilson)! Augusta was the daughter of Matthew Evans and Sally Howard Evans. Mother 
Sally was the sister of Mary Howard, who had married Seaborn Jones and lived at the house 
we now call St. Elmo. It had been called El Dorado in the early days, but was renamed in 
honor of Augusta’s famous novel, St. Elmo.  
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Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  
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A later edition of "Inex," cover showing author's name. From the University of Alabama. 
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