
Today in Columbus History: On June 11, 1859, The Columbus Daily Times mentions the 
possibility of a Columbus city directory – being put together by a man named Leonard 
Mears. The newspaper editors were very hopeful that such a reference work would be 
published – and it was! The Columbus Directory of 1859-60 was compiled by Leonard Mears 
and Company and published in Columbus by Sun Book and Job Printing Office in 1859. The 
first city directory is the U.S. was published in Philadelphia in 1785. Other cities followed suit. 
It wasn’t until 1859 that Columbus got its first city directory. Fortunately, it was recently 
digitized by the Digital Library of Georgia. In addition to that directory, the DLG has 
digitized eight other 19th century Columbus directories and 6 early 20thcentury ones (1900 
– 1912). These are great resources for genealogists and local historians! Have a 
look! dlg.usg.edu/collection/chat_ccd  

Compiled by Callie McGinnis, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 

 

 



 



 

 

 


