
Today in Columbus History: On June 14, 1856, The Times and Sentinel Tri-Weekly posted 
this short wedding announcement. Even though the piece is just 3 lines long, there’s a lot of 
history buried beneath the surface. The couple has interesting ties to a number of historic 
houses in Columbus. The husband was Edward Faber, a plasterer who had been born in New 
York. He did the plaster work on Dinglewood, built 1857-59 by Joel Hurt for his wife Frances 
and his beautiful daughter Julia. Faber later became a master builder; shortly before his 
death in 1873, he began working on another historic house: Villa Reich. The bride was Miss 
Savannah Matthews, the daughter of Henry and Ann Gibbs Matthews, both of from 
Redding, England (came to Columbus around 1834). Savannah’s historic house connection: 
The Folly (double octagon house on 1st Ave.). The Folly was built by Alfred Iverson for his 
lovely bride, Julia Forsyth, daughter of former Georgia governor John Forsyth. Built in 1831, 
the modest house was sold by Iverson to Savannah Faber in 1857. She sold it in the early 
1860s to Leander May, who created the double octagon structure. BTW: The printer’s cake? 
Couples often sent a cake along with a tip to the newspaper to make sure their 
announcement was placed in the paper! 

Compiled by Callie McGinnis, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 

 

 



 

Savannah Matthews Faber. From Findagrave.com 

 

 

Dinglewood. Postcard from the Columbus Museum. 



 

The Folly. From New Georgia Encyclopedia. 

 

 


