Today in Columbus History: On June 17, 1873, an article appeared in the Weekly Sun about
the first fire department in Columbus -- the first city fire department. It was created in 1843,
after a horrific fire in 1842 caused over $100,000 worth of damage on Broad -- damaging
residences and businesses, but no cotton warehouses. There had been a volunteer fire
department in 1831 headed by Asa Bates and others. Two photos of Firehouse #1, built
1920.
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Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or addjtional information, feel free to
share them with the group.

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO).
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu

Oxry Twonve Sovrvivers.—Out of a |
compiny of forty-six members of the
firsd five organiznlion of Coluiabus formi-
ol on Februmey 4thy 184, only twelve
sitvive. Alr, Jobn 2. Allen, who died
ihe other day, wns one of the originsl
nmmber. Mr 1. (& SBtrapper gives ns
the puoes of thosa who sGll live: Y.
3. Uhipley, Geo. 1. Peabody, Jmnes
A, Kivlin, Boem. P Coleman, I’ A.
Ulayton, F. A, CUsirns, 0. . Insles,
W G Modlistor, Wi, 8. Soow, J. A
Bradford, 1. Gk Strapper, J. 1. Waebsler.
All bk three continne to residein Colum-
bias, ineluding one whose home is near
by, Nearly all ara mow in the vieimity
of sixly years of age,  The ocompany
known ns Columbug No. 1 has we ba-
licve tho smme charter which wnas obtain-
el thirty years ago, oand under whiel it
wWas first orpanized.
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Fire House #1 as it appears on latest Google street view map.



