
Today in Columbus History: On June 18, 1875, an ad for Gilbert Printing Co. appeared in the 
Daily Times. Thomas Gilbert (1833 - 1905) was a well known printer in late 19th century 
Columbus. As the story goes, he was an English orphan who was taken in by one Thomas 
DeWolf, a newspaper publisher who came to Columbus around 1854. Gilbert was his 
apprentice and eventually went into business with him. In the early 1870s De Wolf retired 
and Gilbert struck out on his own. Gilbert published an 1871 map of Columbus (in the CSU 
Archives) and Martin's history of Columbus (1874). He was also publisher of the Daily Sun. 
Many individuals and businesses used him for printing their calling cards. 

Compiled by Callie McGinnis, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 

 



 

Illustration from Daily Times ad, 1875. 



 

1905 obituary posted on Findagrave.com. 



 


