
Today in Columbus History: On June 25,1857, an ad appeared in the Daily Sun for Henry 
McCauley's marble works. McCauley was one of four industrious Irish stone carvers who 
came to Columbus before 1860 and set up business. The first carver to arrive was Patrick 
Adams, in 1832. He was followed by John Madden in the 1840s, and Thomas Kenny and 
Henry McCauley in the 1850s. But, McCauley was probably the most talented of the lot. His 
carvings feature exquisite stone carvings of flowers and wreaths -- very detailed. He was 
prolific; there are many of his carvings at Linwood Cemetery -- many of them signed. Sadly, 
in 1879 McCauley was shot and killed in a barroom fight with a man named James Harris. 
They were talking -- then arguing -- about a tombstone epitaph, when Harris reached over 
and touch McCauley's beard. McCauley pulled out a knife and Harris pulled out a pistol. 
McCauley was shot in the head and died. His tombstone was carved by an associate and is 
very plain as compared to McCauley's pieces. 

Compiled by Callie McGinnis, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 

 



 

Tombstone of Sarah Crews in Linwood Cemetery -- carved by McCauley. 
From Findagrave.com 
 

 

Detail of work on Crews monument. From Findagrave.com 
 



 
Just below McCauley's ad, there was this one for Thomas Kenny's marble works. They even 
used the same illustration! 
 


