
Today in Columbus History: On June 26, 1860, R.G. Mitchell, City Collector and Treasurer, 
put an announcement in the Columbus Daily Times telling citizens of Columbus to pay their 
taxes NOW (actually, they should have paid them by the 25th of June – the day before the 
paper came out). There are tax records for Columbus housed in the Government Center 
going back to 1832. These records, called Tax Digests, can be used by genealogists and 
family historians to learn about their ancestors – mainly where they were living in a certain 
year and how much property they owned. Columbus residents were required to pay a poll 
tax (on every white male over 21), as well as taxes on land, personal property – including 
carriages – and, before the Civil War, taxes on slaves. Many of these old records are 
available at Ancestry.com (Georgia, Property Tax Digests, 1793-1892). Also, Mary Jane Galer 
transcribed many of the old Columbus tax digests (and other records) at the Government 
Center and published them in her book, Columbus, Georgia: Lists of People in the Town, 
1828 – 1852 and Sexton’s Records to 1866 (Iberian Pub., 2000).  

Compiled by Callie McGinnis, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 

 

 



 

Page from Mary Jane Galer's book, showing some people in 1832 who had to pay taxes -- 
and the amount paid. 



 

Beginning of "B's" in 1845 Tax Digest for Columbus,Militia District 772. Show John Bethune 
with 5 pieces of property. 

 

 

2nd page of 1845 Columbus Tax Digest -- starting with John Bethune (first 5 lines). 
From Ancestry.com 

 

 


