Today in Columbus History:

On July 2, 1914, the Columbus Daily Enquirer-Sun, ran an ad for the American Theater highlighting “The
Trunk Mystery” a film featuring Columbus-born actress Justina Huff playing Susan, the maid. She was the
oldest daughter of Thomas Daniel Huff and Lucinda Salisbury. Her grandfather was Col. William L.
Salisbury. Justina’s younger sister Louise Huff was the more famous of the two Huff sisters and enjoyed a
longer career on both the screen and Broadway stage.

Both girls were born in Columbus (Justina in 1893 and Louise in 1895) but moved to New York with their
parents by 1908. Their father died in 1910 and the children needed to find ways to support themselves
and their family. By 1912, Louise was part of a traveling theater company and Justina was teaching school.
In 1913, they both moved to film.

Justina’s first two movies appeared in Columbus without mentioning her involvement. Her first film was for
the Edison Co. entitled " 7he Diamond Crown." It was a Kate Kirby mystery starring Laura Sawyer with
Justina playing the maid. Her second film was 7ess of the D'Urbervilles, starring Minnie Maddern Fiske for
Famous Players Studio where she played Liza Lou. Later that year, she and Louise moved to the Lubin
studio near Philadelphia where she eventually took on leading roles, appearing in 40 movies there. Justina
and Louise worked closely with Edgar Jones, an actor and director who married Louise in 1914. Justina
married John P. Chapman a doctor in Philadelphia in 1915 and vowed to continue working afterwards.

The studio fell on hard times after a fire destroyed almost their entire film archive. Lubin went bankrupt in
1916, but not before Jones and Huff sisters found work at other studios. Justina joined Universal and made
the film 7he Man Inside in 1916 before retiring to take care of her growing family. She had a son John in
1916 and a daughter Sally in 1918.

Justina’s husband was a successful doctor and the medical examiner for the state board of narcotics as
well as the medical director for several life insurance companies. Justina and her husband relocated to the
Balearic Island of Majorca in Spain by the mid-1950s. Dr. Chapman died while visiting Ireland in 1968 and
Justina remained in Majorca until about 1975, when she returned to Philadelphia.

She moved into the Saunders House nursing home where Clason Kyle interviewed her in November 1975
for his Kyle Style feature in the Sunday Ledger Enquirer. She died in June of 1977. Although her entire
filmography appears to be lost, she wrote a letter in 1973 to one of her fans where is implied that she had
an uncredited role in The Prisoner of Zenda in 1913. This film survives and might be the only example of
her on screen in existence.

Today, the Columbus Museum maintains a collection of Louise Huff memorabilia and is co-sponsoring a
project, through the Historic Columbus Foundation to erect a historical marker in front of the Huff sisters’
childhood home in the historic district.

Compiled by Daniel A. Bellware, Muscogee Genealogical Society

Our occasional snijppets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching through
the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to explore more about
Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic and may contain mistakes. If you have
corrections or additional information, feel free to share them with the group.
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Ad for “The Trunk Mystery” in the Columbus Daily Enquirer, July 2, 1914.

A scene from “The Trunk Mystery” showing Justina as the maid, from the Internet Movie Database (IMDb).
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1252347/
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Photo of Justina Huff from Wikipedia.org, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justina Huff and a story from the
Columbus Daily Enquirer January 25, 1915.
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Ad from the Columbus Daily Enquirer January 26, 1915.
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Her last film “The Man Inside” for Universal 1916 from the Columbus Ledger, February 4, 1916.

THE CROS5 ON THE DOOR

A scene from The Man Inside where Justina points to “the cross on the door” from Motion Picture News
(1916), https://archive.org/details/motionpicturenew131unse/page/260/mode/2up.




