
Today in Columbus History: On July 8, 1841, a legal notice appeared in the Columbus Times: 
C. T. Wynn was suing George H. Wynn for divorce. We don’t know who George H. Wynn was 
(no connection to the Wynn House), and we don’t know where he took off to. But we did 
find something about C. T.: she has connections to two prominent families, one in Columbus 
and one in Alabama. C. T. was Clarissa Ticknor, born 1799 in Connecticut. Her family had 
moved to Jones County, GA, where she had married Ebenezer Ormsby in 1822. He died 
around 1832; shortly thereafter Clarissa and her children moved to Columbus with the 
widow of her brother Orray and their children, one of whom was Francis Orray Ticknor, the 
noted Columbus physician/poet. So, Clarissa was Dr. Ticknor’s aunt! She married Wynn in 
1838, but by 1840, he was gone (with letters waiting at the P.O.). She filed for divorce in 
1841. About that time, she moved to Prattville, AL, where she joined her niece Esther 
(daughter of Clarissa’s brother David). Esther had married none other than Daniel Pratt, the 
famous builder and industrialist who’s credited with bringing industry to Alabama in the 
1830s. So, Clarissa is Daniel Pratt’s aunt by marriage. She died in Prattville in 1864 and is 
buried there in the Pratt Family Cemetery. 

Compiled by Callie McGinnis, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 

 

 



 

Clarissa and George's marriage record, Russell Co., AL, 1838. 

 

 

Clarissa'a tombstone in the Pratt Family Cemetery -- from Findagrave.com. 



 

Daniel Pratt Gin Company, 1898 -- from Encyclopedia of Alabama. 


