
Today in Columbus History: On July 9, 1831, a number of ads appeared in The Democrat for 
George W. Dillingham’s store. Only 3 years after the founding of Columbus, young 
Dillingham was operating an early 18th century Walmart – selling everything from groceries 
to fabric and clothing to hardware. Born in Massachusetts around 1805, George had moved 
to Georgia in 1829, settling in Clinton, Jones County. In 1830 or 31 he came to Columbus 
and established his store, ads for which began appearing in January 1831. In 1832 he 
headed back over to Clinton to marry, on July 9, Miss Lucy Elizabeth Ticknor (whose family 
was referenced in yesterday’s post), sister of noted physician/poet Francis Orray Ticknor. 
Dillingham soon died in 1834 and shortly thereafter the City Council named a street after 
him. His wife remarried the Rev. William Douglas Cairns. Both George and Lucy are buried in 
in Linwood Cemetery.  

Compiled by Callie McGinnis, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 

 

 



 

 

Dillingham's grave in Linwood from Findagrave.com 

 

Unidentified painting of bridge posted at CSU 
Archivhttp://digitalarchives.columbusstate.edu/1-dillingham-street-bridgees site. 


