
Today in Columbus History: On July 30, 1852, a death notice appeared in the Southern 
Sentinel (Columbus, GA), announcing the death of Rev. James Allen, who died earlier that 
month on July 12. Rev. Allen, age 86, died at the home of his son John W. Allen in Smith’s 
Station, Russell County, AL. Born in Virginia in 1764, Allen had served in the American 
Revolution at a very young age. He later moved to Georgia – living in Warren, Hancock and 
Meriwether Counties, before ending up in Russell Co., AL. before 1850. He devoted the rest 
of his life to preaching and practicing medicine at no charge to his patients. Allen is one of 
two Revolutionary Soldiers buried in Linwood Cemetery. The other is George Wells Foster. In 
Columbus there are two other marked graves of Revolutionary soldiers: Richard Christmas 
out off County Line Road and Samuel Cooper at the intersection of Warm Springs and Miller 
Roads. 

Compiled by Callie McGinnis, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 

 

 



 

1850 Russell Co. AL census record showing James, age 84, living with his son John W. Allen. 

 

 

Tombstone of Rev. James Allen in Linwood Cemetery. Note: Death date erroneously given 
as 1851. This monument was probably erected sometime after the death of the Reverend's 
son John W., who is also buried in this plot. From Findagrave. 



 

The Allen lot, Linwood Cemetery. James on left; John W., on right. John W. died 1859. 
From Findagrave.com 

 

 


