
Today in Columbus History: On August 4, 1841, a marriage announcement appeared in the 
Columbus Enquirer for Hester Willers and Israel W. Roberts. They were married by Dr. 
Thomas Goulding, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church. The bride’s father was local 
cabinet maker Henry Willers, from New York and of German descent. Hester had been born 
in New York in 1811, coming with her family to Columbus around 1830. Her groom, Israel 
W. Roberts, who had been born in Maine, but came to Columbus in 1832. He moved to 
Montgomery in 1839 where, with Columbus partners Hervey Hall and Jacob Moses, he 
opened a hardware store. Hall & Moses maintained their Columbus hardware business, Hall 
& Moses, for many years. Jacob Moses died in 1854. Hervey Hall, unhappy with the 
outcome of the Civil War, moved his family to Brazil, where he died in 1877. Hester and 
Israel named one of their sons Hervey Hall Roberts. Hester died in 1852 and is buried in 
Oakwood Cemetery, Montgomery. In 1856 Israel married her older sister Wilhemina, who 
died in 1892 (also buried in Oakwood). Roberts died in 1901 at the age of 90 (buried in 
Oakwood). 

Compiled by Callie McGinnis, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 

 

 

 

 



 

1850 Census record for I. W Roberts in Montgomery. Wife: H.W.= Hester Wilhelmina. With 
son Israel Jr., age 3 and Hester's brother William and his young son Jacob. 
From Ancestry.com 

 

 

Hester's tombstone in Oakwood Cemetery. From Findagrave. 



 

Israel's tombstone in Oakwood. From Findagrave. 
 

 


