
Today in Columbus History: On August 19, 1840, an ad appeared in The Columbus 
Enquirer announcing the sale of 1442 acres of land in Alabama by John Crowell, former 
Creek Indian Agent, who lived at Fort Mitchell, AL. The land Crowell was selling was on the 
Alabama side of the Chattahoochee in an area called Broken Arrow Bend. Broken Arrow 
itself was a Lower Creek town that had been located in this area of Alabama. It was the 
home of Little Prince, a noted Creek leader and orator, who lived from 1748 till 1832; he is 
supposedly buried at Broken Arrow (now located on private property). 

Compiled by Callie McGinnis, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 

 



 

John Crowell (1780-1846) was an Indian agent and legislator during the territorial period of 
Alabama and its first years as a state. Crowell served as agent to the Creek Nation until their 
removal in 1836 and was the first delegate to the U.S. Congress from the Alabama Territory 
and the first U.S. representative from Alabama after it achieved statehood in 1819. He was 
also a notable breeder of thoroughbreds and a successful horse racer. From: Encyclopedia 
of Alabama. 



 

William W. Barker, 1795, "Georgia, from the latest authorities" (Philadelphia: M. Carey)/ From 
Library of Congress. 



 

Broken Arrow Bend is a small eastern point of the Chattahoochee River, about 0ne mile 
south of where Upatoi Creek merges with the Chattahoochee. Crowell's land was probably 
located north of Broken Arrow Creek. 



 

A rendering of Little Prince, done by Scottish travel writer Basil Hall, who used a camera 
lucida to make the sketch. From 
"Rare Artifacts Belonging to the Oglethorpe Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, 
and the Women Who Donated Them," Louise “Biddy” Barfield Hammett with Callie B. 
McGinnis, Muscogiana 23, 1(2012): 32-
54. https://csuepress.columbusstate.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi... Starts on page 32. 


