
Today in Columbus History: On August 21, 1874, an ad appeared in the Columbus Daily 
Enquirer for the sale of a downtown property that was located adjacent to one of 
Columbus’s most magnificent houses: the Martin J. Crawford House. Located at 209 13thSt., 
Crawford’s two-storied brick and cement home had a second-floor gallery on three sides. 
Built in the 1840s, the home, with its 12-inch-thick walls, was purchased by Crawford shortly 
after moving to Columbus from Hamilton in 1849. Crawford was a practicing attorney, 
judge, U.S. Representative and one of three Peace Commissioners sent by Jefferson Davis to 
Washington to meet with President Lincoln to try to reach an agreement on slavery. The 
Crawford House is believed to be the meeting place of the last meeting of the Confederate 
Cabinet – attended by Alexander Stephens, Robert Toombs, Crawford and others. Sadly, the 
house was razed n 1949 – to make way for “automotive progress,” according to Etta 
Worsley. She added that “It was like throwing away the family portraits.” 

Compiled by Callie McGinnis, Muscogee Genealogical Society 

Our snippets of Columbus history are usually based on a few days-worth of searching 
through the most popular sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire readers to 
explore more about Columbus history, they are not exhaustive dissertations on the topic 
and may contain mistakes. If you have corrections or additional information, feel free to 
share them with the group.  

Clipping from Georgia Historic Newspapers (GALILEO). 
https://gahistoricnewspapers.galileo.usg.edu 

 

 

 



 

The magnificent Crawford House ca. 1933 -- from Historic American Buildings Survey. 

 

13th St looking east. Crawford House at bottom left; . St. Paul's Church on right. From Ken 
Thomas's "Collumbus, Georgia in Vintage Postcards." 



 

Sanborn map 1889, showing Craford house at 209 13th St. From GALILEO Sanborn Map 
Collection 



 

Martin J, Crawford., described as a fair and conscientious judge. See his memorial 
at https://www.google.com/.../Reports_of.../2mwsAQAAMAAJ... page 855. 


