
Today in Columbus history, September 28, 1833, a notice appeared 
in the Columbus Enquirer calling for “sealed proposals” to be sent to 
John Martin*, superintendent, “to open a road through the Creek 
Nation of Indians from Line Creek in Alabama to Columbus 
Georgia.”  

An Act of Congress called for a new road to be built off the Old 
Federal Road, which would be known as the “Upper Federal Road,” 
and for a superintendent to take bids on its construction.  

This new road would veer away from the older road to higher ground 
and “be required to be cleared of all timber and well grubbed [sic] to a 
distance of forty feet on each side of the line of location; thus making 
an opening of eighty feet wide…” plus “side ditches, to draw the 
water from the road,” about which there are several more paragraphs 
of drainage requirements.  

The old road “had become well-nigh impassable, especially through 
the swampy lowlands during the winter season,” which probably 
explains the emphasis in the Enquirer on the drainage ditches. (W.E. 
Martin, 21) 

The new post road would 
pass through the Creek 
Nation and parallel the 
Old Federal Road, 
departing from the old 
road at Line Creek, 
between Creek Stand and 
Warriorstand, going 
through Uchee and 
Sandfort in Russell 
County to the new 
covered bridge at 
Columbus. By 1833, a 
covered wooden bridge 

had been built across the Chattahoochee in Columbus and “most of 
the traffic [from the old Federal Road] was diverted from Fort 
Mitchell to the Upper Federal Road.” (Southerland, 81. Note: This 
must be the Dillingham Street Bridge, which John Godwin and 
Horace King had begun building by May of 1832.) 
 
Line Creek had been the boundary between the Creek Nation and the 
United States’ territory since the end of the Creek War. This new road 
through Indian lands authorized by Congress was one of several 
actions taken by federal and state authorities in the wake of the 
passing of the Treaty of Cusseta in March of 1832, to make it easier 
for white settlers to get their hands on Creek lands.  

On into Georgia, the new road met the Old Federal Road (also known 
as the “Southern Trail,” one of two Federal Roads in Georgia) at Fort Lawrence near the old Creek Agency. 
Then it continued northwest through Macon, Milledgeville, to Augusta and into South Carolina. [see map]  

– Rachel Dobson 

1. “An American Stagecoach,” from Basil Hall, Forty 
Etchings from Sketches Made with the Camera Lucida in 
North America in 1827 and 1828 (Edinburgh, 1830), 
plate no. 40. 



Our weekly snippets of Columbus history are usually 
based on a few days of searching through the most popular 
sources for Muscogee County history. Meant to inspire 
readers to explore more about Columbus history, they are 
not exhaustive dissertations on the topic and may contain 
mistakes. If you have corrections or additional 
information, feel free to share them with the group.  

*** 

Left: “An Act to authorize the laying out and constructing a 
road from Line Creek to the Chatahooche [sic], and for 
repairing the road on which the mail is now transported.” 
22nd Congress, Session II, Chapter 41-42, page 618. 

 

 

2. Map of the Old Federal Road showing the Upper Federal Road. Courtesy UA Cartography. 
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