
Today in Columbus History, November 2, 1833, 
J.M. Guerry was trying to sell his grape vineyard near 
Hamilton in Harris County (Columbus Enquirer). It 
could be that the previous season had not been 
successful for Mr. Guerry, either for growing grapes, 
for selling the rootstock, or making wine, which he 
undoubtedly did. Despite some citizens’ attempts to 
squelch the buying and selling of spirituous liquors in 
the city and the state, other citizens struggled to grow 
their own grapes and make their own homebrew.  

Vineyards and winemaking were more successful in the 
Piedmont, which stretches north along the fall line of 
Georgia, from Columbus (roughly) to Augusta. Guerry 
may have had the vineyard as early as 1828. At some 
point he hired a “vine dresser” or cultivator of 
grapevines, who was also the contact for sales of the 
vineyard: John F.B. Besson. And by 1832 he was in 
business with Mr. Harwell and James Kivlin (Columbus 
Enquirer, Jan. 21, 1832).  

John Francois Baptiste Besson may be Jean B. Besson in Natchitoches Parish in Louisiana in the 1810 census and John Baptist 
Besson in Natchitoches in the 1820 census. I’ve been unable to find other evidence of him after 1833 except for neglected 
letters at the post office in Hamilton.  

Mr. Besson purported to be an expert in vineyards and domestic grapes. He advertised a treatise he had written and published, 
The Georgia Vine Dresser, on growing grapes for wine in Georgia, from at least November 1832 to March of 1833, in 
newspapers across the state. But his expertise in identifying Georgia grapes was brought into question when his pamphlet was 
given a not-so-great review in the Southern Planter, March 27, 1833 (a Macon publication), and reprinted in the Georgia 
Constitutionalist in April.   

Without access to Barfield’s History of Harris County, I’m a little in the dark on Mr. Guerry, but from Ancestry, it looks as if J.M. 
Guerry was James Michau Guerry (1805-1846), born in Baldwin County, Ga. His father owned property in Twiggs County and 
died in 1831. Guerry worked as an attorney and was in Harris County by 1828, helping plan July Fourth festivities (Columbus 
Enquirer, May 29, 1828). He married Tabitha J Iverson Jan. 11, 1827, in Jones Co., and the couple were living in Harris County 
in 1830 and in Muscogee County by 1840. He was elected alderman in Columbus for at least a couple of terms and fought in 
the Second Creek War.  

What I had forgotten until I started digging into Mr. Guerry’s life, was that he and my four-greats-grandfather James Boykin, 
an ardent temperance supporter, died within a couple of days of each other, possibly on the same day. They were both buried 
the afternoon of August 11, 1846, presumably in Linwood Cemetery. There is no record for either burial except the “Tribute 
of Respect,” in which they were both memorialized, that appears in the Enquirer and the Times, (Aug. 12, 1846).   

—Rachel Dobson 
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